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r fear I furfeit f 
afft What find ] here*? [opening the' leaden cafket. 

Fair Portia’s counterfeit >? What demy-god 
Hath come fo near creation? Move thefe eyes? 
‘a whether, riding on the balls of mine, 

eem they in motion? Here are fever’d lips, 
Parted with fugar breath; fo {weet a bar 
Should funder {uch fweet friends: Here in her hairs 
The painter plays the fpider ; and hath woven 
A golden mefh to entrap the hearts of men, 
Fafter than gnatsgin cobwebs: But her eyes,— 
How could he fe to do them ? having made one, 
Methinks, it {ho§ld have poWer to fteal both his, 
And Jeave itfeif ulfurnifh’d®: Yet look, how far 
‘The fubftance ot gly AS doth wrong this thadow 

t, 10 


in underprizig far this fhadow 







flarce*quotedf{ below by Mr. Steevens is {pelt in the old copy as it is 
here j;—-raine- So, in the Tempef, edit. 1623: 

‘« do not give dalliance 

'* ‘Ton much the raigne.” MaLone, 

‘elieve Shak(peare alluded to the well-known proverb, It cannet 

fe bat av pows., So,in the Laws ef Candy, by BE. and Fletcher: 

tf ee pour not too faft joys on me, 

“© But fprinkle them fo gently, I may ftand them.” 

Mr. Tollet is of opinion that rem is the true wordy as it better agrese 
wit the cuntext: and more efpecially on account of the following paf- 
fage in Corielanus, which appruaches vew near to the prefent reading 

being once chaf'd, he cannot 
“© Be rein'd again to temperance.” 
mo, in Lowe's Labour's Loft, AGW. fe. iis 
* ‘€ Rem thy tongue.” STEEVENS. 

4 What find I here? |] The latter word is here employed as a diffyle 
labk. Matone, 

§ Fair Portia's counterfeit ?] Covnterfeit, which is at prefent uled 
only in a bad fenfe, anciently fignified a Jikene/s, a refemblamce, without 
comprehending any ideaoffraud. Srrevews. 

© And leave wtielf unfornh’d:] i.e. and leave itfelf incomplete 5 
unaccompanied with the other ufual component parts of a portrait, vize 
anothere}eéc. The various features of the face our author feemr to 
have confidered as the furniture cf a pidture. So, in 4s you like its 
tfeehe was furm/o'd like a huntiman 5” i, e. had all the appendages be~ 
longing toa hunttman. Matonr. 

Perhaps it might be And leave dim/fe/f unfarnith'd. LE 4 

0 
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Doth limp behind the fubftance.—-Here’s the feroll, 
The continent and fummary of my fortune. 


You that choofe not by the view, 
Chance as fair, and choofe as true! 
Since this fortune falls te you, 
Be content, and jfeek no new, 
If you be well pleas’d avith bhis, 
And hold your fortune {* your blifs, 
Turn you where your lady is, 
And claim ber with a loving kifs. 
A gentle {croll ;—Fair lady, by your ledyve 5 [Aifing ber. 
I come by note, to give, and go receive. 
Liké one of two contending 1n a prize, fas 
‘That thinks he hath done well in people s eyes, 
Hearing applaufe, and univerfal thout, Se. 
Giddy in frit, ftill gazing, ina doubt * 
Whether thofe peas of praife 7 be his or no 3 
So, thrice fair lady, ftand1, even fo; 
As doubtful whether what I fee be true, 
Until confirm’d, fign’d, ratify’d by you. 
Por. You fee me, lord Baffanio, where I fland, 
Such as lam: though, for myfelf alone, 
¥ would not be ambitious in my with, 
To with myfelf much better; yet, for you, 
¥ would be trebled twenty times myfelf; 
A thoufand times more ffir, ten thoufand times 
More rich ; 
That only to ftand high in your account, 
I might in virtues, beauties, livings, friends, 
Exceed account : but the full fum of me 
Is {um of fomething * ; which, to term in grofs, 


7 == peals of praife} The fecond quarto reads—pear/es of pratfe. 

| Jounwson. 

This reading may be the true one. So, in Whetfone’s Arbour of 
Firtue, 1576:——«' The pearles of praife that deck a noble name.” 

Again, in R. C's verfecin praife of the fame author's Rock of Regard z 

*¢ But that that beares the pearle of praife away.” STEEVENSs 

§ Jsfum of fometbing ;] i. €. 13 not entirely ideal, but amounts to 
as much ascan be found in—-an wnleffon'd girl, &t. STELVENS. 


li 
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[s an unleffon’d girl, unfchool’d, unprattis’d : 
Gappy in this, fhe is not yet fo old 
But fhe may learn® ; happier than this, 
She is not bred fo.dull but the can learn ; 
Happieft of all, is, that her gentle fpirit 
Commits itfelf to yours to be direéted, 
As from her lord, her governor, her king. 
Myfelf, and what is mine, to you, and yours 
Is now converted : but now I was the lord 
Of this fair manfion, mafter of my fervants, 
Queen o’er myfelf; andeven now, but now, 
This houfe, thefffervants, and this fame myfelf, 
Are yours, my Mrd ;.I giveghem with this ring ; 
Which when yo§ part from, lofe, or give away, 
Let it prefage th) ruin of your love, 
And be my vag#age to exclaim on you. 

Baff. Mm, you have bereft me of all words, 

Onl} my Ylood {peaks to you in my veins : 

And there is fuch confufion in my powers, 

As, after fome oration fairly fooke 

By,~ veloved prince, there doth appear 

éimong the buzzing pleafed multitude ; 

Where every fomething, being blent together’, 
‘Turns to a wild of nothing, fave of joy, 

Expreft, and not expreft: But when this ring 
Pirts from this finger, then parts life from hence ¢ 
O, then be bold to fay, Baffanié’s dead. 

Ner. My Jord and lady, it is now our time, 
That have ftood by, snd) feen our wifhes profper, 
Tocry, oe joy ; Good joy, my lord, and lady ! 

ra. My lord Baffanio, and my gentle lady, 
I with you all the®y that you can with; 
Fo:, Iam fure, you can with none from the?: 
And, when your honours mean to folemnize 






9 But jhe may learn;}] The latter word is here ufed aya diffyHable, 
ALONE. 
t a being blent toperber,] i.e. blended. StTUxvens. 
t —ysu can qwij none from me:| That is, none emay from me; 
mone that I dhall lofe, ifyou gainit. Jounson. 
The 
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The bargain of your faith, I do befeech you, 

Even at that time I may be marry’d too. : 
Baff. With all my heart, fo thou cant get a wife. 
Gra. I thank your lordfhip ; you haye got me one. 

My eyes, my lord, can look as {wift as yours: 

You faw the miftrefs, I beheld the maid ; 

You lov’d, Ilov’d; for intermiifion * 

No more pertains to me, my lord, than you. 

Your fortune ftood upon the cafkets there ; 

And fo did mine too, as the matter falls : 

For wooing here, until I fweat again ; 

And f{wearing, till my very roof was d 

With oaths of love ; at laf,-~if promife} ail,— 

I got a promife of this fair one here, 

To have her love, provided that your f(rtune 

Achiev’d her miftrefs. 

Por. {s this true, Neriffa ? 

Ner. Madam, it is, fo you ftand pleas’d widval. 

Baff. And do you, Gratiano, mean good fah? 

Gra. Yes, faith, my lord. 

Baf. Our feaft hall be much honour’din your marrisee. 

Gra. We'll play with them, the arft boy, for a thou. 
fand ducats. | 

Ner, What, and ftake down? 

Gra. No; we shall ne’er win at that fport, anc ftake 

down.— 

But who comes here? Lorenzo, and his infidel ? 

What, and my old Venetian friend, Salerio? 

Enter Lorenzo, Jessica, and SaLERIO, 
Baff. Lorenzo, and Salerio, welcome hither ; 

If thas the youth of my new intereft here 

Have power to bid you welcome :—-by your leave, 

I bid my very friends, and countrymen, 

Sweet Portia, welcome. 


3 wee for intermiffion=—] Intermiffion is paufey interwening time, delay. 
So, in Macbeth; 
“ gentle heaven, 
66 Cut fhort all intermifion !” STEEVENS, 





Por. 
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Por. So do I, my lord ; 

Whey are entirely welcome. 
Went I thank your ed = my part, my lord, 
Vy purpofe was,pot to have feen you here; 
But erties winiGalerlo by the way, 
pi did intreat me, paft all faying nay, 

‘o come with him along. 

Sale. I did, my lord ; | 
And I have reafon for it. Signior Anthonio — | 
Commends him te you. - [gives Baflanio a setter, 

Bag. Ere I ope his letter, . 

I pray you, tellgme how my good friend doth. 

Sale. Not ficd, my lord, unlefs it be in mind ; 
Nor welJ, unlefs{n mind: his letter there 
Will thew you hijettate. 

Gra. Nerifagcheer yon’ ftranger ; bid her welcome. 
Your hand,di@lerio; What’s the news from Venice ? 
How doth hat royal merchant, good Anthonio?. 
J know, ke will be glad of our fuccefs ; 
Vre are the fafons, we have won the fleece. 

Se'.. Would you had won the fleece that he hath lof! 

‘Por. There are fome fhrewd contents in yon’ fame paper, 

That fteal the colour from Baffanio’s check: 
Some dear friend dead; elfe‘nothing in the world 
Could turn fo much the confiitution 
Of any conftant man. What, worfe and worfe ?— 
With leave, Baffanio; I am half yourfelf, 
And I mutt freely have the half of any thing 
That this fame paper brings you, 

Baff. QO fweet Portia, 
Here are a few of the unpleafant’it words, 
That ever blotted paper! Gentle lady, 
When I did firft impart my love to you, 
I freely told you, all the wealth I had 
Ran in my veins, I was a gentleman ; 
And then J told you true: and yet, dear lady, 
Rating myfelfat nothing, you halt fee 
How much I was a braggart: When I told you 
My ftate was nothing, I fhouid then have told you 
That I was worfe than nothing ; for, indeed, 







Ihave 
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I have engag*d myflf to a dear friend, 
Engag’d my friend to his mere enemy, 
Tofeed my means. Here is a letter, lady ; 
The paper as the body * 6f my friend, 
And every word in it a gaping wound, | 
‘Wfuing Tife-blood.—But is it trae, Salerio? 
Have all his ventures fail’d? What, not one hit? 
From Tripolis,gfrom Mexico, and England, 
From Lifbon, Barbary, and India? 
And not one veffel {cape the dreadful touch 
Of merchant-marring rocks? 
Sale. Not one, my lord. 
Befides, it fhould appear, that if he had 
The prefent money to difcharge the Jew 
He would not take it: Never did I kno 
A creatuie, that did bea: the fhape of 
So keen and greedy to confound a man : 
He pliesthe duke at morning, and at night ; 
And. doth impeach the freedom of the ftate, 
If they deny him jufiice : twenty merchants, 
The duke himfelf, and the magnificoes 
Of greateft port, have all periuaded with him; 
But none can drive him from the envious plea 
Of forfeiture, of juftice, and his bond. 
Jef. When I was with him, 1 have heard him {wear, 
To Tubal, and to Chus, his countrymen, 
That he would rather have Anthonio’s flefh, 
‘Than twenty times the value of the fum 
That he did owe him: and I know, my lord, 
If law, authority, and power deny not, 
It will go hard with poor Anthonio. 
Por. \s it your dear fiiend, that is thus in trouble? 
Baff. The deareft friend to me, the kindeft man, 
The beft condition’d and unweary’d fpirit 
In doing courtefies ; and one in whom 
The ancient Roman honour more appears, 


& The paper as the body—] 1 believe, the author wrote--i: the bo- 
dy—. The two words are frequently confounded in the olj copies. So, 
in the firft quarto edstion of this play, AG’ TV. §¢ Je dearly bought, as 
imine,” &c. inflead of—is mine. MAaLong. 

Than 
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‘Than pe draws breath in Italy. 
- ‘hat fum owes he ihe Jew? 
aff. For me, three thoufand ducuts. 

Por. What, na BpreP 

Pay him fix thoufajd, and deface the bond ; 
Touble fix thoufand,,and then treble that, 
Before a friend of this.defcription 

Shall lofe a hair through Bailanio’s fault. 

Firft, go with me to church, and_call me wife ; 
And then away to Venice to yout friend ; 

For never fhall yog lie by Portia’s fide 

With an unquict “pul. You thal) have gold 

To pay the petty \ebt twenry*times over ; 
When iti? paid, bling your true friend along : 
My maid Neriffa, and myfelf, mcan time, 
Will live as mgyts and widows. Conte, away ; 
Kor yqu fhal] ‘nence upon your wedding-day : 
Bid your frieids welcome, fhew a merry cheer ; 
Since you are dear bought, I will love youdear,— 
But let me hear the letter of your friend. 

Beft. [reads.] Sweet Baffanic, my /bips have all mifs 
cg ry’d, my credttors grow cruel, my effate is wery low, 
ny bend to the ‘few is forfett; and fince, im paying it, tt 
zs impofeble I fbould liwe, all debts are clear’d between Jeu 
and 4*, if I might but fee you at my death: nofw:ithfand- 
<ag, ufe pour pleafure: if your love do not per/uade you te 
come, fet not my letter. 

Por. O love, difpatch all bufinefs, and be gone. 

Baff. Since [have your good leave to go away, 

I will make hafte: bur, till 1 come again, 
No bed thall e’er be guilty of my flay, 
No reft be interpofer ’twixt us twain, {Exeang, 
SCENE Hl, 
Venice. A Street. 
EZater Saytock, Satanio, ANTHONIO, and Jailer. 

Shy. Jailer, look to him ;—Tell not me of mercy ;— 

This is the fool that lent out money gratis ;— 


* —ard 1,} This inaccuracy, I believe, was our author's. Mr. 
Pope readse—and we. Manon. 


Vou. 1H, F Jailer, 
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Jailer, look to him. 
- Aut. Hear me yet, good Shylock, 

Shy. V'll have my bond; fpeak not agwinit my bond ; 
I have fworn an oath, that I will haye my bond: 
Thou call’dft me dog, before thou had*ft a caufe ; 
But, fince] am a dog, beware my fangs: 

The duke fhall grant me juftice.—I do wonder, 
Thou naughty jailer, that thou art fo fond 5 
To come abroad with him at his requett. 

Ant. I pray thee, hear me {peak. 

Shy. I'll have my bond ; I will nowhear thee {peak ; 
I'll have my bond; and therefore fpe4x no more. 
I’ll not be made a foft and dull-ey’d fool, 
To thake the head, relent, and fgh,fand yield 
To chriftian interceffors. Follow not), 

1’ll have no {peaking ; I will have my bqnd. [Exit Suy. 

Salan, It is the moft impenetrable cur, 

That ever kept with men. 

Ant. Let him alore ; 

T’ll follow him no more with bootlefs prayers. 
He feeks my life; his reafon well I know; 

I oft deliver’d from his forfeitures 

Many that have at times made moan to me ; 
Therefore he hates me. 

Salan, Iam fure, the duke 
Will never grant this forfeiture to hold. 

Ant. The duke cannot deny the courfe of law ; 
For the commodity that ftrangers have 
With usin Venice, if it be deny’d®, 

Will much impeach the juftice of the ftate ; 
Since that the trade and profit of the city 
Confifteth of all nations. Therefore, go: 








§ — fo fond] i. ¢. fo foolith, STEEVENS. 
© For the commodity that Prangers bave 
With us in Venice, if it be denied, &¢.] i. ¢. for the denial of thoft 
rights to ftrangers, which render their abode at Venice fo commodious 
and agreeable to them, would much impéach the :uftice of the ftate. 
‘The confequence would be, that ftrangers would not refide or carry on 
trafick here ; and the wealth and itrength of the ftate would be di- 
minithed.—In Tbe Hiforye of Iralye, by W. Thomas, quarto, 1567, 
there isa fection Ox the liderter of fraungers at Venice. Maron. 


Thefe 
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Thefe griefs and loffes have fo ’bated me, 
age thalthardly fpare a pound of fleth 
‘To-morrow to my bloody creditor.— 
Well, jailer, on Pray God, Baffanio come 
To fee me pay his@ebt, and then I care not! [Exeunt, 


SCENE IV. 
Belmont. 4 Room in Portia’s Hou/e. 


Enter Portia, Neriesa, Lorenzo, Jessica, and 
BALTHAZAR. 

Lor. Madam, :fthough I {peak it in your prefence, 
You have a noble \nd a true conceit 
Of god-like amity; whith appears moft ftrongly 
In bearing thus te abfence ot your lord. 
But, if you kx fw to whom you fhew this honour, 
How true a «;entleman you fend relief, 
How dear a loverof my lord your hafband, 
I know, you would be prouder of the work, 
Than cullomary bounty can enforce you. 

“or. I never did repent for doing good, 
Nor fhall not now: for in companions 
That do converfe and wafte the time together, 
Whofe fouls de bear an equal yoke of love, 
Thete muft be needs a like proportion 
Of lineaments, of manners, and of {pirit ; 
Which makes me think, that this Anthonio, 
Being the bofom lover of my lord’, 
Muft needs be like my lord: If it be fo, 
How little is the coft I have beftow’d, 
In purthafing the femblance of my foul 
From out the ftate of hellith cruelty ? 
This comes too near the praifing of myfelf ; 


7 == the bofom lover of my iordy] In our author's time this term was 
applied to thofe of the tame fex who had an efteem for each other. Bea 
Jonfon concludes one of his letters to Dr. Donne, by telling him, * he 
1. his true /ower.” So, in Cortolanus: ** I tell thee, fellow, thy ge- 
neral is my /ower.” Many more inftances might be added. See our 
author's Sonnets, palim. MaLong. 


F 2 Therefore, 
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Therefore, no more of it: hear other things 
Lorenzo, I commit into your hands 
The hufbandry and manage of my houfg, 
Until my lord’s icturn: for mine owg part, 
I have toward heaven breath’d a fecret vow, 
To live in prayer and contemplation, 
Only attended by Ner‘fla here, 
Until her hufband and my lord’s return = 
There is a monaftery two miles off, 
And there we will abide. Ido defire you, 
Not to deny this impofition ; 
The which my love, and fome necefiit}, 
Now lays upoa you. 
Lor. Madam, with all my heart ; 
I fhall obey you in all fair commands. 
Por. My people do already know my Mind, 
And will acknowledge you and Jeffica 
In place of lord Baflanio and mytelf. 
So fare you well, till we fhall meet again. 
Lor. Fair thoughts, and happy hours, attend on you! 
Fe, Y with your ladythip all heart’s content. 
Por. I thank you for your wifk, and am well pleas’d 
To wish it back on you: fare you well, Jeflica.— 
| [ Eacunt Jissica, and LOREN Zu, 
Now, Balthazar, 
As I have ever found thee honeft, true, 
So let me find thee fill: Take this fame letter 
And ufe thou all the endeavour of a man, 
In fpeed to Padua ®; fee thou render this 
Into my coufin’s hands, doétor Bellario ; 
And, look, what notes and garments he doth give thee, 
Bring them, I pray thee, with imagin’d fpeed 
Unto the tranect*, to the common ferry 
Which 
S wo hear other things, i i ae 
redd==ferz, Cadet ie ketal ee eels 
9 fn sped to Padva;] The old copies reade—Afentua. The cor~ 
rettion, wiuch was made by Mr. Theobald, is fully Jupported by feveral 
fubfequent paflages. See p. 78, 7g. Maronr, 
* Unto tbs traneét,] The old copies concur in this reading, which 
+ appeare 
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Which $ to Venice :-watte no time in words, 
But get thes pone; I fhall be there before thee. 
S72. adam, I go with all convenient{peed. (Zxit, 


Por. Come onSWerifla; I have work in hand, 
That you yet knayehot of : we'll fee our hafbands 
Before they think of us, 

Ner. Shall they fee us? 

Por. They fhall, Neriffa ; but in fuch a habit, 
That they fhall think we are accomplifhed 
With what we lack. Il hold thee any wager, 
When we are both accoutet’d * like young men, 
I’ll prove the pretfier fellow of the two, 

And wear my das ger with the braver grace ; 

And fpealt, between the change of man and boy, 

With a reed voice ; and turn two mincing fteps 

Inco a manly firide ; and {peak of frays, 

Like a fire brd&ging youth: and tell quaint lies, 
ow Ronourable ladies fought my love, 

Which I denying, they fell fick and dy’d ; 

I could not do with all 4;—then I’ll repent, 

And wilh, for all that, that I had not kill’d them : 

And twenty of thefe pany lies I'll tell, 

That men thal] fwear, I have difcontinued {chool 

Above a twelvemonth:—I have within my mind 

A thoufand raw tricks of thefe bragging Jacks ¢, 


appears to be derived from tranare, and was probably a word current 
in the time of our author, though I can produce no example of it, 
STFEVENS. 
Mr. Rowe reads—rrajef, which was adopted by all the fubfequent 
editorse——T'wenty miles from Padua, on the river Brenta there is adam 
or fluice, to prevent the water of that river from mixing with that 
of the marfhes of Venice. Here the paffage-boat is drawn out of the 
river, and lifted over the dam bya ctane. From hence to Venice the 
diftance is five miles, Perhaps fome novel-writer of Shakifpeare’s time 
might have called thisdam by the name of thesrane4?. See Du Cange 
inv. Trand. Martone. 
% mm accouter*d—] So the earlieft quarto, and the folio. The other 
quarto—azppare’d. MaAaLone. 
3 =—do with ali;} For the fenfe of the word do in this place, fee 
Vol. 1. pp tryn. 4. Corrinss 
The old copy reads-—witball, Correéted by Mr. Popte MAaLone. 
4 mn thefe bragging Jacks,| See Vol. Il. p. 208, a. 5. Matont. 
F ; Whigh 
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Which I wiil praétife. 
Ner. Why, fhall we turn to men? 
Por. Fie! what a queftion’s that, 
If thou wert near a lewd interpreter ? 
But come, I’ll tell thee all my whole tevice 
When tam in my coach, which ftays for us © 
At the park-gate; and therefore hafte away, 
For we muft meafure twenty miles to-day. [ Exeunt. 


SCENE V. 
The fame. A sans 
Enter Launce mor and Jr stcs. 


Laun. Yes, truly :—for, look you, ‘the fins of the fa- 
ther are to be Jaid upon the children 3, therefore, I pro- 
mife you, I fear you’. I was always Nain with you, 
ro ts now 1 fpeak my agitation of the matter: There- 

re be of good cheer; for, ape ka I think, you are damn’d. 
There is but one hope in it that can do you any good ; 
and that is but a kind of baftard hope neither. 

Fef. And what hope isthat, I pray thee? 

Laun. Marry, you may partly hope that your father 
got you not, that you are not the Jew’s daughter. 

Fe/. That were a kind of baftard hope, indeed ; fo the 
fins of my mother fhould be vifited upon me. ' 

Laun. Truly then I fear you are damn’d both by fa- 
ther and mother: thus when I fhun Scylla, your father, I 
fall into Charybdis, your mother®: well, you are gone 
both ways, 

TS: 


5 mm I fear ~~) I fufpet for has been inadvertently omitted ; and 
would readem'* J fear for you.” Matronr. 
© Thus when I foun Scylia, your father, I fall into Charybdis, your 
mother :] Alluding to the well known line of a modern Latin poet, 
Philippe Gualtier, in his poem entitled ALExanonzEIS, Lib. V. ¥. 301: 
Quo trendis inertem 
Rex periture fugam? Nefcis, heu! perdite, nefcis 
Quem fugias ; hoftes incurris dum fugis hoitem : 
Incidis in Scyllam, cupiens eutare Charybdim. Matronr, 
Shakfpeare might have met with a tranflation of this line in many 


places 
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Jef. I thall Pe faved by my hufband? ; he hath made 
me a 

es Jy, the more to blame he: we were Chri- 
ftiars enough before ; e’en as many as cuuld well live, one’ 
by another: This ttgking of Chriftians will raife the price 
of hogs; if we gr 1 to be pork-eaters, we fhall not 
fhortly have a rather on the coals for money. 


Eater Lorenzo. 
Fef. VU tell my hafband, Launcelot, what you fay; 


here he comes. 

Lor. 1 fhall grow jealous of you fhortly, Launcelot, if 
you thus get my wife into corners. 

Jef. Nay, you ‘need not fear us, Lorenzo ; Launcelot 
and [ are out: he tells me flatly, there is no mercy for 
me in heaven, becaufe I am + Jon? daughter: and he 
fays, you are no good member of the commonwealth ; for, 
in ela ws to Chriftians, you raife the price of 

Ork.* 
P Lor. I thall anfwer that better to the commonwealth, 
than you can the getting up of the negro’s belly : the 
Moor is with child by you, Launcelot. 

Laun. It is much, that the Moor fhoujd be more® than 
reafon: but if fhe be lefs than an honeft woman, fhe is, 
indeed, more than I took her for. 

Lor. How every fool can play upon the word! I think, 


places. Among others in “ A Dialogue between Cuflom and Veritity 
concerning the ufe and abufe of Dauncing and Minftrelfic.” bl. ty uo 
date + 

‘© While Silla they do feem to thun, 

'€ In Charybd they doo fall, &c.” Sreevens. 

7 [ faall be PS by my bujband 5] From St. Paul :—"¢ The unbe~ 
lieving wife is fan@tified by the hufband.”” Hentey. 

& — bat the Moor fbould be more, &e.] This reminds us of the 
quibbling epigram of Muton, which has the iame kind of humour to 
boait of : 

«¢ Gali: ex concubitu gravidam te Pontia Mori, 
Quis bene moratam morigeramque negat? 
So, in the Fair Maid of the Wef, 1615: 
«© And for you Moors thus a mean to fay, 
66 I'l fee if more Leatthe moreI may.” STEZVENS 


F 4 the 
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the beft grate of wit will shortly. turn int: filengé; and 
difcoarfe grow commendable in none only stbMparrots.— 
Go in, firrah; bid them prepare for dinnerg 

Laun. That is done, fir; they have 77] fémachs. 

Lor. Goodly lord °, what a wit-{ni >per are you! then 
bid them prepare dinner, . ' 

Laun. That ts done too, fir. only, cover is the word, 

Ler. Will vou cover then, fir? 

Laurz, Not io, fir, neither; 1 khow my duty. 

Ler. Yet more quarrelling with occafion! Wilt thou 
fhew the whole wealth of thy wit in an inftant? I pray 
thee, unde; ftund a plain man 1m his pla: 1 meaning : go to 
thy fellows ; bid them inne table, serve in the meat, 
and we will come in to dinnem®. 

Laan. For the table, fir, it thal! be ferved in; for the 
meat, fir, it fhall be cover’d ; for your coming into din- 
ner, fir, why, let .t be as humours ana conceits thall 
govern. [ Exzt Launcelot. 

Lev. QO dear difcretion, how his word: are fuited* ! 
The fool hath planted in his memoty 
An aimy of good words! And I do know 
A many fools, that ftand in better place, 

Garnifh’d like him, that for a sticky word 
Defy the matter. How cheer’ft thou, Jeffica ? 
And now, good fweet, fay thy opinion, 

How dof thou like the lord Baflanio’s wife? 

Fe. Patt all expreffing: Itis very meet, 
The Jord Baffanio live an upright life ; 

For, having fuch a blefling 1n his lady, 

He tinds the joys of heaven here on earth ; 

And, ifon earth he do not mean it, it 

Js reafon he fhould never come to heaven, 

Why, if two gods fhould play fome heavenly match, 
And on the wager lay two earthly women, 


9 Goodh lord, | Surely this fhould be corre€ied Gaod Jord! as ic is in 
Theobald’s edition, Tyrwait ts 
bm bow his cuords ave fuited 1} believe the meaning is:——Wh.t a 
Jferus or furte «| qw rds he has independent wt meaning ; how one werd 
draws on another without relation to the matter. JoHNson, 3 
An 
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And Pertia ang; there muft be fométhing elfe 
Pawn’d th @ie other; for the poor rude world 
Haw not her fellow. 
Ler. Even fae a hufband 
Haft thou of me, a¢Yhe is for a wife. 
Fef. Nay, but afk my opinion too of that. 
Lor. I will ano x. frit, let us go to dinner. 
Jef. Nay, let me praife you, while I have a ftomach. 
Lor, No, pray thee, let it ferve for table-talk ; 
Then, howfoe’er thou fptak’ft, ’mong other things 
I fhall digeft it. | 
Jef. Well, Vibfet you forth. [ Exeunt. 





ACT IV. SCENE I. 
Yenice. A Court of Fuftice. 


Exter the Duke, the Magnificoes; AnTuonio, BAssanto, 
GraT1IANo, SALARINO, SALANIO, and others. 


Duke. What, is Anthonio here? 
Ant. Ready, fo pleafe your grace. 
Duke. Lam forry for thee; thou art come to anfwer 
A ftony adveriary, an inhiman wretch 
Uncapable of pity, void and empty 
Frefn any diam of mercy. 
Anat. \ have heard, 
Your grace hath ta’en great pains to qualify 
His rigorous courfe ; but fince he ftands obdurate, 
And that no lawful means can carry me 
Cutof his envy’s reach*, I do oppofe 
Ny patience to his fury ; and am arm’d 
To iuffer, with a quietnefs of {pirit, 
‘The very tyranny and rage of his. 
Duke. Go one, and call the Jew into the court. 
Salan. He’sready at the door: he comes, my lord. 


2 — bis envy 'srtach,] Envy in this place means hatred or malice. 
STEEVEN 5S. 

See p. 215 :—* they bad flaine him for verie envic.” MALONE. 
Enier 
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Enter Say Lock. 


Duke. Make room, and let him fland befdre our face.— 
Shylock, the world thinks, and I think fo too, 
That thou but lead’ft this fathion of thysmatice 
To the laft hour of aét; and then, tigthought, 
"Thow lt fhew thy mercy, and remorfe’, more ftrange 
Than is thy ftrange apparent * cruclty : 
And, where * thou now exact’it the penalty, 
(Which is a pound of this poor merchant’s flefh,) 
Thou wilt not only lofe the forfeiture, 
But touch’d with human gentlenefs and love, 
Forgive a moiety of the principal ; 
Glancing an eye of pity on _ offes, 
‘That have of late fo huddled on, his back ; 
Enough to prefs a royal merchant down, 
And pluck commiferation of his ftate 
From braffy bofoms, and rough hearts of fi'nt, 
From ftubborn Turks, and Tartars, never train’d 
To offices of tender courtefy. 
We all expect a gentle anfwer, Jew. 
Séy. I have poffefs’d your grace of what [ purpofe ; 
And by our holy Sabbath have I {worn, 
To have the due and forfeit of my bond : 
If you deny it, let the danger light 
Upon your charter, and your city’s freedom, 
You'll afk me, why I rather choofe to have 
A weight of carrion flefh, than to receive 
Three thoufand ducats: I'l] not anfwer that : 
But, fay, itismy humour’; Is it anfwer’d? 
What 
3 mw thy mercy and remorfe,] Remorfe in our author's ti 
fignified ony, rotderadlis ce ‘ “ — 
4 — apparent] That is, feeming 3 notreal. Jonnson. 
$m where) tor whereas. JonNson. 
© Ensugh ro prefs a royal merchant down,? This epithet was in ovr 
poet's time more fhiking and better underftood, becaufe Grefham waa 
then commonly dignified with the title of the royal merchant. Jounson. 
Pomme Jil not aafqwer that; 
But, {ey it is my humour ;——] The Jew being afked a queftion 
which the jaw docs net require him to anfwer, ttands upon his tight, 
all 
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What if my h be troubled with a rar, 
And I be to give ten thoufand ducats 
Tohave it baned? What, are you anfwer’d yet? 
Some men there wre, love not a gaping pig § ; 
Some, that are mac, if they behold a cat; 
And others, when the bag-pipe fings 1’ the nofe, 
Cannot contain their urine for affection 


75 


Matters 


and refufes; but afterwards gratifies his own malignity by fuch anfwers 
as he knows will aggravate the pain of the enquirer. IJ will not an- 
fwer, fays he, as to a legal or fesious queftion, but fince you want an 
anfwer, will this ferv’.you? fonNnson, 

-— fay, it is my humour 7p fuppofe it is my particular fancy. 

EATHs 
ta gaping pig 3] So, in the Maftive, &c. or, A Colleétion of Epi- 
frrams and Satives ¢ 
« Darkas cannot endure to fee a cat, 
cA breaf of mutton, or a pig's bead gaping.” STEEVENG. 

By % paping pig, Shakfpeare, | believe, meant a pig prepared for the 
table ; furin that ftete is the epithet, gaping, moft applicable to this 
animal. So, in Fletcher's Elder Brother ; 

«© And they fland gaping like a roaffed pig.” 

A paflage in’one of Nathe’s pamphlets (which, perhaps furnithed 
eur author with his inftance) may ferve to confirm the obfervation : 
6¢ The caufes conducting unto wrath are as diverfe as the aétions of a 
man’s life. Some will take on Rke amadman, if they fee a pig come te 
be table, Sotericus the fuigeon was cholerick at the fight of fturgeon,&c.” 
Piene Pennylefs bis Supplication te the Devil, 1592. MALONE. 

9 Cannot contain their us ine frr affection &c.] Of this much contro 
verted patlage, my opinion was formerly very different from what it is 
at prefent. Sways, the reading of the old copies, 1 cusacrived, could 
not agree with majfers as a fubftantive; but very foon after my former 
note on thefe words was printed, I found that this was not only our 
author's ufual phrafeology, but the common language of the time. In- 
numerable inftances of the fame kind occur tn thefe plays; in all of 
which I have followed the practice of my predeceffors, and filently re- 
duced the fubitantive and the verb to concord. (Sce Vol. 1. p. 46. ns 8.) 
This is the only change that is now made in the prefent pafiage ; for all 
the ancient copies readeaffeffion, not affeftions, as the word has been 
ptinted in late editions, in order to connect it with the following line, 

«¢ Cannot contain their urine for afeétion,” I believe, means only— 
Cannot &c. on account of their being affeied by the noife of the bag- 
pipe; or, in other words, an account of an involuntary antipathy to fuch 
anoife. Inthe nextline, which js put in appofition with that preced- 
ing, the word it may refer either to paffion, or affeion. To se are is 

I 
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Mafters of paffion fway it to the mood 

Of what it.likes, or loaths: Now, for your anfWer ; 

As there is no firm reafon to be render’d, 

Why he cannot abide a gaping pig ; 

Why he, a harmlefs neceflary cat ; 

Why he, a woollen bag-pipe*; but of force 7 
Q 


I fhall borrow Dr. Johnfon’s words, with a flight variation: *€ Thofe 
who know how to operate on the paflion of men, rule it, (or tule the 
fympathetick feeling,) by making it operate in obedience to the notes 
which pleafe or difguft it.” Jr, (** tway if’) in my opinion, refers to 
affefion, that is, to the fympathetick feeling. MALone. 

The true meaning undoubtedly isy—-The mafters of paflion, that is, 
fuch as are poffefied of the art of Engaging and managing the human 
paffions, influence them by a fkilful application to the particular lik- 
ings or leathings of the perfon they are addreffing ; -this is a proof that 
men are gencrally governed by their likings and Joathings, and there- 
fcre it is by no means ftrange or unnatural that I flould be fo too in 
the prefentinftancee Hratue = 

1 H’hy he, a woollen bag-pipe 3—] This incident Shakf{peare feems 
to have taken from J.C. Scaliger’s Exce, Exercir. againft Cardan. In 
his 344 Exercit. feet. 6. he has thefe words:  Narrads muac tibj joco- 
fem fympathiam Reguli Vafconis eguitis. Is dum wiveret, awdite phor- 
mingis fone, wrinan illice facere cogebatur.”—And to make this jocular 
ftory fill more iidiculous, Shakfpeare, J fuppofe, tranflated phorminn 
by deg-pipe:. But what J would chiefly obferve from hence is this, 
that as Scaliger ufes the word fympatbiam, which fignifics, and fo he 
Interprets it, communem aArFECTIONEM dwabas rebus, fo Shakipeare 
tranflates it by AY FECTION : 
| * “g.annot contain their urine for AFFECTION+ 
whith thews the truth of the preceding emendation of the text accord- 
ing to the old copies; which have a full ftop at affec?ion, and :cad—- 
Mafers af paifion. WapnurtTon,. 

In an old tranflation from the French of Peter de Lojer, intitled, 
Treati eof dpefires, or flrange Sights, Pifions, &c. we have this iden. 
tical ftory from Scaliger ; and what is ftill more, a marginal note gives 
us in all probability the very fat alluded to, ag well ag the word of 
Shakfpeare. ‘¢ Another gentleman of this quality lived of late in 
Devon, neere Excefter, who could not endure the playingona dag~ 
pipe” We may juitly add, as fome obfervation has been made upon it, 
that affection in the fenfe of fympathy, was formerly technical; and fo 
ufed by lord Bacon, Sir K. Digby, and many other writers. Farmzr. 

I never faw a qwoellen bag-pipe, nor can well conceive it. I fuppofe 
the author wrote cosoden bag-pipes meaning that the bag was of lea-— 
ther, and the pipeof qeed. Jousxsons 

Sir 
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Mutt yield tofach inevitable thame, 
As to offend, himfelf being offended ; 
So can I give noreafon, nor I will not, 
More than a lédg’d hate, anda certain loathing, 
I bear Anthonio, that I follow thus 
A lofing fuit againfi him. Are you anfwer’d? 
Baf. This is no anfwer, thou unfeeling man, 
To excufe the current.of thy cruelty. 
Shy. lam not bound to pleafe thee with my anfwers. 
Bef. Do all men kill the things they do not love? 
Shy. Hates any man the thing he would not kil]? 
Bag. Every offence is not a hate at firit. 
Shy. What, would’ft thou» have a ferpent fling thee 
<wice ? 
Ant. Upray you, think you queftion * with the Jew: 
You may as well go ftand upon the beach, 
And bid the shin flood bate his ufual height ; 
You may as well ufe gqueftion with the wolf, 
Why he hath made the ewe bleat for the lamb 5 
You may as well forbid the mountain pines 
‘T'o wag their high tops, and to make no noife, 
When they are fretted with the guits of heaven ; 
You may as well do any thing moft hard, 
As feek to foften that (than which what’s harder ?) 
His, Jewifh heart :-—Therefore, I do befeech you, 
Make no more offers, ufe no farther means, 
But, with all brief and plain conveaiency, © 
Let me have judgment, and the Jew his will. 
Baff. For thy three thoufand ducats here is fix. 
Shy. If every ducat in fix thoufand ducats 
Were in fix parts, and every part a ducat, 
1 would not draw them, I would have my bond. 
Duke. How thalt thou hope for mercy, rend’ring none? 


Sir John Hawkins propofes to read—~/qveljing or fevallen bag-pipe, An 
Pd acs writer, in fupport of the a series, ohieenes, ‘hat the 
{kin or bladder of a bag-pipt is frequently covered with flannel. 

The ftory of the Devonthire gentleman, I believe, firit appeared in the 
margin of De Loier's book in 1605, fome years after this play was print- 
ed; but it might have been current in converfation before. Martone. 

% mm you queition &c.| To queftion is tocunverfe. STEEVENS. 

See Vol. Il. ps 54, ne 8. Martone. 

Shy. 
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Shy. What judgment fhall I drzad, doilig no wrong 
You have among you many a purchas’d flave*, 
Which, like your affes, and your dogs, and mules, 
You ufe in abjeé and in flavith parts, 

Becaufe you bought them :—Shall I fay to you, 
Let them be free, marry them to yoyr heirs ; 
Why fweat they under burdens; let their beds 
Be made as foft as yours, and let their palates 
Be feafon’d with fuch viands ? You will anfwer, 
The flaves are ours :—So do I anfwer you: 

‘The pound of ficfh, which T demand of him, 

Is dearly bought, is mine*, and I will have it: 
if you deny me, he upon your iaw ! 

Therc is no force in the decrees of Venive : 

I ftand for jadgment: anfwer; fhall I have it? 

Duke. Upon my power, I may difmifs yhis court, 
Unleis Bellazio, a /earned dodtor 5, 

Whom J have fent for to determine this, 
Come here to-day. 

Salar. My lord, here ftays without 
A meflenger with letters from the doctor, 

New come from Padua. 

Dek:. Bring us the letters ; Call the meffenger. 

Baff. Good cheer, Anthonio! What, man? courage yet! 
The Jew thall have my fefh, blood, bones, and all, 


3 many a purchasd flave,] This argument confidered a- ufed to 
the particulur perfons, feems conclufive. 1 fee not how Wenetians or 
Fnghiimen, while they practife the purchafe and fale of flaves, can 
much enforce or di mand the law of deing to otbers as we would rbar 
they foou ddoteus. JOHNGON. 

4 —ismure,] The firlt quarto reads--as mine, evidently a mifprint 
for... ‘The other quarto and the folio—'t1s mine. MALONE. 

5 = Hellarw, a dearned dofler,| The dottor and the couge are here 
fomewhat unflulfully brought together. That the duke would, on fuch 
aneccifion, confult a doétor of great reputation, is not unlikely; but 
how ths fhould be foreknown by Portia? Jornson. 

I do not fee any neceffity for fuppofing that this was foreknewn dy 
Portus. She contults Bellario as an eminentlawvei, and her relation. 
If the Duke had not confulted him, the only difference would have been, 


that fhe would have come inte court, as an advocate pethaps, inttead 
ofajudge. Tyawanitr. 
Ere 
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Ere thou fhal(lole for me one drop of blood. 
Ant, Tama tainted wether of the flock, 
Meeteft for deagh ; the weakeft kind of fruit 
Drops earlieft to the ground, and fo let me: 
You cannot better be employ’d, Baffanio, 
Than to live fill, and write mine epitaph. 


Enter Nerissa, drefs'd like a lawyer's clerk. 


Duke. Came you from Padua, from Bellario? 
Ner. From both my lord: Bellario greets your grace. 
[ presents a letter. 

Baff. Why dof thou whet thy knife fo earneflly ¢ 
S/y. To cut the forfeiture from that bankrupt there. 
Gra. Not on thy foal, but on thy foul, harfl: Jew °, 

Thou mak’ft thy knife keen: but no metal can, 

No, not the hgngman’s ax, bear half the keennefs 

Or thy tharp bo 7, (Can no prayers pierce thee ? 
Shy. No, none that thou haft wit enough to make. 
Gia. O, be thou damn’d, inexorable dog * ! 

And for thy life let juftice be accus’d. 

Thou almoft mak’ft me waver in my faith, 

To hold opinion with Pythagoras, 

‘That fouls of animals infufe themfelves 

Into the trunks of men: thy currifh fpirit 

Govern’d a wolf, who, hang’d for human flaughter, 

Even from the gallows did his fell foul fleet, 

And, whilft thou lay’{t in thy unhallow’d dam, 

Infus’d itfelfin thee ; for thy defires 

Are wolfifh, bloody, flarv’d and ravenous. 
Sby. ‘Till thou canft rail the feal from off my bond, 

Thou but offend’ft thy lungs to fpeak fo loud : 


© Notpi thy foal, but on thy forl, bare Few,] The conceit is, that 
his foul'was fo hard that it had given an edge to his knife. Wareve. 

? Of thy fbarp envy.] Envy again in this place fignifics batred or 
miahce. STREVFNS. 

* — inexorable deg !] The old copies read——inexecrable. Correéted 
by the editor of the third foleo 3 perhaps, however, unneceflarily. In 
was fometimes ufed in our author's time, in compofition, as an aug- 
mentative or intenfive particle. Matone, 


Repair 


fo MERCHANT OF VENUCE. 
Repair thy wit, good youth, or it w4ll fall, 


To curelefs ruin.—I ftand here for lqw. 
Duke. This letter from Beliario doth,zommend 
A young and learned dottor to our court + 
Where 1s he? 
Ner. He attendeth here hard by, , 
To know your anfwer, whether youll admit him. 
Duke. With all my heart :—fome three or four of you, 
Go give him courteous condué to this place.— 
Mean time, the court fhall hear Bellario’s letter. 


[Clerk rvade.] VYeur grace focil underfiand, that, at 
the recerpt of your letter, 4 am very fick: but in the in- 
frant that your moffenger came, in lowing vifstalion was 
wuth me a young decor of Rome, bis name is Balthasar: 
I acquainted him with the caufe in controverfy between the 
Jew and Anthonig the merchant: we tken’d oer many 
books together: be is furnife’d with my opinion; évbich, 
better’d with his own learning, {the greatne/s whereof I 
cannot enough commend, ) comes with him, at my impor tuni- 
ty, to fill up your grace’s requef’ in my fleas. I befeech 
you, let bis lack of years be no impediment to let him lack a 
revercad eftimation 5 for I mever knew fo young a body with 
fo old a hiad. I leave him to your grarinus acceptance, 
ewhaje trial foall better publifh pis commendation. 


Duke. Youhear the learn’d Bellario, what he writes : 

And here, I take it, is the doétor come.— 

Enter Portia, drefs’d like a doctor of fanws. 

Give me your hand: Came you from old Bellario? 
Por. 1 did, my lord. 

Duke, You are welcome: take your place. 
Are you acquainted with the difference 
‘That holds this prefent queftion in the court ? 

Por, Tam a seer throughly of the caufe. 

Which is the merchant here, and which the Jew? 
Duie. Anthonio and old Shylock, both ftand forth. 
Por, Is your name Shylock ? 
owy. Shylock is my name, 

Por. 
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Por. Of a fiange nature is the {uit you follow ; 
Yet in fuch rul¢, that the Venetian law 
Cannot impug oe °, as you do proceed.— 
You ttand within Ais danger’, do younots  [¥o Ant, 
Ant. Ay, fo he fays. 
Por. Do you confeis the bond? 
Ant. I do. 
Por. Then muft the Jew be merciful. 
Shy. On what compualfion muft I? tell me that. 
Por. The quality of merty is not ftrain’d ; 
It droppeth, as the gentle iain froin heaven 
Upon the place beneath: it is twice blefs’d ; 
It bleffeth him that gives, andhim that takes: 
’Tis migh@eft in the mightieft ; 1t becomes 
The throned monarch better than his crown: 
His f{cepter fhews the force of temporal power, 
The attribute tf awe and majefty, 
Wheréin doth fit the dread and fear of kings ; 
But mercy is above this {cepter’d fway, 
It is enthroned 1n the hearts of kings, 
[t is an attribute to God himfelf ; 
And earthly power doth then thew likeft God's, 
When mercy feafons juitice*: Therefore, Jew, 
‘Though jultice be thy plea, confider this,— 
That, in the courfe of yuftice, none of us 


9 Cannot impugn ysu,] To impugn is to oppofe, ic controvert. 
STEFVFNas 

* You fland within his danger,] So, in the Corwy/or’s Play, among 
the collection of Whitfun Myfterics icprefented at Chefler. See Mi, 
Harl, 1013, p. 106: 

‘* Two detters fome tyme there were 

*¢ Qughten money to one ufurerey 

** The one was ia bis daungere 

*¢ Fyve hundred poundes tolde.”” Srrrvrns,. 

Again, in Vowel’s Hiffery of Wales, 1689 2 4€—Jaying for his excufe 
that he had offended manic noblemen of England, and therefore would 
not come in their danger.” MaLone. 

2 And earthly power doth then fhew tike? God's, 

When mercy feafons juffice :1 Sa, in K. Ede. ITT, a tragedy, 1596 + 
s* And kings approach the neare/# unto God, 
«* By givinglife and fafety untomen.* Matong. 
Vou. III. G Should 


Should fee falvyation 3 : we do pray for mercy ; 
And that fame prayer doth teach us all t¢ render 
The deeds of mercy. I have {poke thy: much, 
To mitigate the juftice of thy plea; ; 
Which if thou follow, this ftiét court of Venice 
Muff’necds give fentence ’gainft the merchant there. 
Shy. My deeds upon my head +! Icrave the law, 
The penalty and forfeit of my bend. 
Por. Js he not abie to difcharge the money ? 
Baff. Yes, here I tender it for him in the court ; 
Yea, twice the fum : if that will not fuffice, 
I will be bound to pay it ten times o’er, 
On forfeit of my hands, my head, my heart: 
If this will not fuffice, it muf appear c 
That malice bears down truth’. And I befeech you, 
Wreit once the law to your authority : 
To do a great right, do a little wrong 
And curb this cruel devil of his will. 
Por. It muft not be; there is no power in Venice 
Can alter a decree eftablifhed : 
*Twill be recorded for a precedent ; 
And many an error, by the fame example, 
Will rufh into the ftate: it cannot be. 
Séy. A Daniel come to judgment! yea, a Daniel |= 
O wife young judge, how I do honour thee ! 
Por. I pray you, let me look upon the bond. 
Shy. Here *tis, moft reverend doétor, here it is. 
Por. Shylock, there’s thrice thy money offer’d thee, 
Shy. An oath, anoath, I have an oath in heaven: 
Shall I lay perjury upon my foul ? 
No, not for Venice. 


$2 MERCIIANT OF te 


tome inthe courfe of juice, nome of ws 
Sbould fee falvation.| Portia’s referring the fee to the Chritiaa 
doétrine of falvation, and the Lord’s Prayer, is a little out of charatter. 
BracksTorr. 
4 My deeds upon my bead !] An imprecation adopted from that of the 
Jews to Pilate: ¢* His blood beon ur, and our children! Henuey. 
_ Xmm malice bears down truth. | Malice oppreftes honefly, A true mar 
in old language is an bone? man. We now call the jury good men and 

(rut, JOnMNSON, 

Por. 
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Por. Why, this bond is forfeit ; 
And lawfally by this the Jew may claim 
A pound of flefh to be by him cut off 
Neareit the merchant’s heart :—Be merciful ; 
‘Take thrice thy money ; bid me tear the bond. 
Shy. When it is paid according to the tenour.— 
It doth appear, you are a worthy judge ; 
You know the law, your expofition 
Hath been moft found: I charge you by the law, 
Whereof you are a well-deferving pillar, 
Proceed to judgment: by my foul T {wear, 
‘There is no power in the tongue of man 
‘To alter me; 1 Ray here on my bond. 
Ant Mott heartily 1 do befeech the court 
To give the judgment. 
Por, Why then, thus it is. 
-You muft prepare your bofom for his knife : 
Séy, O noble judge! O excellent young man! 
Por. For the intent and purpofe of the law 
Hath fall relation to the penalty, 
Which here appeareth due upon the bond. 
Shy. ?Tis very true: O wile and upright judge ! 
How much more elder art thou than thy looks ! 
Por, Therefore, lay bare your bofom. 
Sky. Ay, his breatt: 
So fays the bond ;-—Doth it not, noble judge *— 
Neareft his heart, thofe are the very words. 
Por. Itisfo. Are there balance here, to weigh 
The fleth ? 
SLy. I have them ready. 
Por. Have by fome furgeon, Shylock, on your charge, 
To ftop his wounds, left he do bleed to death. 
Shy, Is it fo nominated in the bond ° 
Por. [tis not fo exprefs’d ; But what of that? 
*Twere good, you do io much for charity. 
Shy. I cannot find it; *tis notin the bond. 
Por. Come, merchant, have you any thing to fay? 
Ant. But little; I am arm’d, and well prepar’d.— 
Give me your hand, Baffanio; fare you well! 
Gz Grieve 
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Grieve not that I am fallen to this for you ; 
For herein fortune fhews herfelf more kink 
Than is her cuftom : it is fill her ufe, 
To Jet the wretched man out-live his wealth, 
To view with hollow eye, and wrinkled brow, 
An age of poverty ; from which lingering penance 
Of fuch mifery doth the cut me off. 
Commend me to your honourable wife : 
Tell her the procefs of Anthenio’s end, 
Say, how | lov’d you, fpeak me fair in death ; 
And, when the tale is told, bid her be judge, 
Whethe: Baflanic had not once a love. 
Repent not you that you fhall lofe your friend, 
And he repents not that he pays your debt ; 
For, if the Jew do cut but deep enough, 
I*}} pay it inftantly with all my heart. 
Bef. Anthonio, I] am married to a wile, 
Which is as dear to me as life itfelf ; 
But life itfelf, my wife, and all the world, 
Are not with me efteem’d above thy life: 
I would lofe all, ay, faerifice them all 
Here to this devil, to deliver you. 
For. Your wife would give you little thanks for that, 
If fhe were by to hear you make the offer. 
Gra. | have a wife, whom, I proteit, I love, 
J would the were in heaven, fo fhe could 
Intreat fume power to change this currifh Jew. 
Ner. “Tis well you offer it behind her back ; 
The with would make elfe an unquict houfe. 
Shy. Thefe be the Chriflian hufbands. I have a daugh- 
ter ; 
Would, any of the ftock of Barrabas ® 


& — the flock of Barrabas] The name of this robber is differently 
{pelt as well as accented inthe New Tcffament; [Mi tarov, @ dda cop 
Mapac-av. tv te @ BapaGlas Anorns i] but Shakfpeare fcems to have fo!- 
lowed the pronunciation ufual to the theatre, Barabtas being founded 
Barabas thoughout Matlowe’s ‘Few of Malta. Our poet might other- 
wife have written ; 

ad Would any of Rarabbas* flock: had been 
** Her hufband, rather than achriftian!’ Srervens. 


Had 
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Had been her hufband, rather than a Chrittian! [affde. 
We trifle tima I pray thce, purfue fentence. 
Por. A pounof that fame merchant’s fActh is thine ; 
The court awards it, and the law doth give it 
Shy. Mott rightful judge ! 
Por. And you muft cut this flefh from off his breaft ; 
The law allows it, and the court awards ir. 
Shy. Mott learned judge '!—A fentence; come, pre- 
are. 
Por. ‘Tarry a little ;—there is fomething elfe.— 
This bond doth give thee here no jot of blood ; 
‘The words exprefsly are, a pound of flefh: 
‘Take then thy bond, take thau thy pound of flefh ; 
But, In tte cutting it, 1f thou doft fhed 
One drop of Chriftian blood, thy lands and goods 
Ave, by the laws of Venice, confifcate 
Unto the ftate>f Venice. 
Gra. O upright judge!—Mark, Jew ;—O learned 
judge ! 
Shy, Is that the law ? 
Por. Thyfelf thall fee the at: 
For, as thou urgeft juftice, be affur’d, 
"Thou fhalt have juftice, more than thou defir’ft. 
Gra. O learned judge !—Mark, Jew ;—a learned 
judge ! 
Shy. I take this offer then” ;~~pay the bond thrice, 
And let the Chriftian go. 
Baf. Here is the money. 
Por, Soft; 
The Jew fhall have all juftice ;—foft !—no hafte ; 
He thall have nothing but the penalty. 
Gra. O Jew! an upright judge, a learned judge! 


7 1 take tkis offer tber;] Perhaps we fhould read—bis, i. ¢. Baffa- 
nio’s, who offersrwicethe fum, &c. STEEVENSs 

He means, I think, to fay, **I take ¢bis offer that has been made 
me.” Baffanio had’ offered at firft but rwice the fum, but Portia had 
gone further—“ Shylock there's thrice thy money” &&. The Jew na- 
turally infifts on the larger fum. Maruowne. 


G 3 Por. 
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Por, Thercfore prepare thee to cut off the flefh® 
Shed thou no blood; nor cut thou efs, nor more, 
But juft a pound of ficth; if thou tak’ft mo‘e, 

Or lefs, than a juft pound,—be it but fo Much 
As makes it light, or heavy, in the fubftance, 
Or the divifion of the twentieth part 

Of one poor fcruple ; nay, if the feale do turn 
But in the eilimation of a hair,— 

Thou dicit, and ali thy woods are confifcate. 

Gra, A tecond Daniel, a Daniel, Jew! 
Now, infidel, Thave thee on the hip. 

Por Why doth the Jew paufe? sks thy forfeiture, 

Shy. Give me my principgl, and let me go. 

Bef J have it ready for thee ; here it is. 

Por. He hath retus’d it in the open court ; 

He fhall have merely tuftice, and his bond. 

Gra. A Daniel, fill fay 1: a fecond Daniel !— 
J thagk thee, Jew, for teaching me that word. 

Soy. Shull ] not have barely my principal ? 

Por, Thou fhalt have nothing but the Pie iiures 
To be fo taken at thy peril, Jew. 

Shy. Why then the devil give him good of it! 
Vl flay no longer queition, 

Per. ‘Varry, jew; 

The law hath yet another hold on you. 
Tt is enacted in the laws of Venice,— 
lf it be prov’d againit an alien, 


8 Ther fore tripare thee to cut off the fief. ] This judgment is related 
by Gracian, the celebrated Spanith jefuit, in his Here, with a retleétion 
at the concjufion of it, ** -Compite con la del Salomon la promptitud 
de aquel gran Turco. Pretendia wn Judio cortar una onzade carne a 
un Chriftiano, pena fubre ufura. Iniiftia en ello con igual terqucria a 
fu Principe, que peifidia afdu Dios. Mandy cl gran Juez traer pelo, y 
cuchillo ; conminole el deguello fi cortava mas ni menos. VY fue dor 
agudo corte a la iid, y al mundo milagre dei ingenia.” El] Heroe de Lo- 
tenzo Giuian, Vimor 3, 

Gregorio Leti, in his Life of Sixtus F. has a fimilar ftory. The 
papacy of Sixtus began in 1553. He died Aug. 29, 1590. ‘The rea- 
der will find an: xtract from Farnworrb’s asfecln, at the conclufon 
ofthe play. Sizzvens, 


4 That 
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That bf direét, or indirect attempts, 

He feek the life of any citizen, 

The party, ’gafajt the which he doth contrive, 
Shall feize on half his goods ; the other half 
Comes to the privy coffer of the ftate ; 

And the offender’s life lies in the mercy 

Of the duke only, ’gainft all other voice. 

In which predicament, I fay, thou ftand’ft ; 
For it appears by manifeft proceeding, 

That, indirectly, and direétly too, 

Thou hait contriv’d againit the very life 

Of the defendant; and thou hait incur’d 

The danger formerly by me rehears’d. 

Down, therefore, and beg mercy of the duke, 

Gra. Beg, that thou may’ ft have leave to hang thylelf : 
And yet, thy wealth being forfeit to the flate, 

Thou haft not 1:ft the value of a cord ; 
‘Therefore, thou muft be hang’d at the ftate’s charge. 

Duke. That thou fhalt fee the difference of our {pirit, 

1 pardon thee thy life before thou afk it: 
For half thy wealth, it is Anthonio’s ; 
The other half comes to the general ftate, 
Which humblenefs may drive unto a fine. 

Por. Ay, for the fate ; not for Anthonio *. 

Siy, Nay, take my life and all, pardon not that : 
You take my houfe, when you do take the prop 
That doth fuftain my houfe ; you take my life, 

When you do take the means whereby J live. 

Por. What mercy can you render tian, Anthonio. 

Gra. A-halter gratis; nothing elfe, for God’s fake, 

Ant. So pleafe my lord the duke, and all the court, 

To quit the fine for one half of his goods ; 
I am content®, fo he will let me have 
The 
Ay, for the flate, &c.] That is, the ftate’s moiety may be com- 
muted for a fine, but not Anthonio’s» MaLowne. 

9 Fam content, &c.] The terms propofed have been mifunderftood. 
Anthonio declares, that as the duke quits one half of the forfeiture, he 
's likewife content to abate his claim, and defires noc the property but 
the ss or produce only of the half, and that only for the Jew’s life ; 
walels we read, as perhaps is right, upon my death. JouNson. 

G 4 The 
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The other half in ufe,—to render it, 

Upon his death, unto the gentleman 

That lately ftole his daughter: 

Two things provided more,—That, for this favour, 
He prefently become a Chriftian ; 

The other, that he do record a gift, 

Here in the court, of all he dies poffefs’d, 

Unto his fon Lorenzo, and his daughter. 

Duke. He thall do this; or elfe 1 do recant 
The pardon, that J late pronounced here. 

Por. Art thou contented, Jew? what doft thou fay? 

SLy. I am content. : 

Por, Clerk, draw a deed of gift, 

Shy. I pray you, give me leave to go from ‘nence ; 
I am not well; fend the deed after me, 

And I will fign 1. 

Duke. Get thee gone, but do it. 

Gra. In chriflening thou fhalt have two god-fathers ; 
Had | been judge. thou fhould’it have had ten more’, 
To bring thee to the gallows, not the font. [Zx7t Suy,. 

Dute. Sir, I intreat you home with me to dinner. 

Por. Lhumbly do defire your grace of paruon? ; 

I muft away this night toward Padua, 
And it is meet, I prefently fet forth. 

Duke. Lara forry, that your leifare ferves you not. 

Anthonio, gratify this gentleman ; 


The Jeained commentator is, I think, not quite exact in the firff 
part of his note. The Duke has already faid that perhaps he may give 
up the moiety due to the fate, and compound with the Jew by taking 
only a fre for it. Anthonio now declares that if the Duke will go far- 
ee ae give up the fine alfo, he is likewife content to abate his claim, 
and to have only the w/e of the moiety allotted to him, during the 
life of SKylock, Maone. 

T thou frovidft have bad ten more,] i. e. ajury of twelve men, to 
condemn thee to be hanged. Turogacp. 

2 —prace of pardon | Thus the old copies: the modern editors 
read—leis haribly, Wut without authority,—your grace’s pardon. The 
fame kind of expreffion occurs in Otbella: © J bumbly do befeech you of 
your pardon,” sn the notes to As pou fhe it, and the Midfummer Night's 
Dream, I have given repeated infances of thie phrafeology. STEEVENS. 

Your grace’s pardon was found in a copy of no authority, the quarto 
of 1637. Mazon, 


For, 
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For, i#my mind, you are much bound to him. 
[Zxecunt Duke, Maganificoes, and Train. 

Baff. Moft w&sthy gentleman,-I, and my friend, 
Have by your, wifdom been this day acquitted 
Of grievous penalties ; in lieu whereof, 

Three thoufand ducats, due unto the Jew, 
We freely cope your courteous pains withal, 

Ani. And fiand indebted, over and above, 
In love and fervice to you evermore. 

Por, He is well paid, that is well fatisfy’d ; 
And I, delivering you, am fatisfy’d, 

And therein do account myfelf well paid; 
My mind was never yet moré mercenary. 
i pray you, know me, when we meet again ; 

with you well, and fo I take my leave. 

Baff. Dear fir, of force I muft attempt you further 5 
‘Takg fome remembrance of us, as a tribute, 

Not as a fee: grant me two things, I pray you, 
Not todeny me, and to pardon me. 

Por. You prefs me far, and therefore I will yield. 
Give me your gloves, I'll wear them for your fake; 
And, for your love, I'll take this ring from you :— 
Do not draw back your hand; [ll take no more ; 
And you in love fhall not deny me this. ; 

Bgff. This ring, good fir,—alas, it is a trifle; 
I will not fhame mytelf to give you this. 

Por. Y will have nothing elfe but only this ; 
And now, methinks, I have a mind to it. 

Baff. There’s more depends on this, than on the value, 
The deareft ring in Venice will I give you, 

And find it out by proclamation ; 
Only for this, I pray you, pardon me. 

For. I fee, fir, you are liberal in offers : 

You taught me firftto beg ; and now, methinks, 
You teach me how a beggar fhould be anfwer’d. 
Baff. Good fir, this ring was given me by my wife ; 
And, when fhe put it on, fhe made me vow, 
That I fhould neither fell, nor give, nor lofe it. 
Por. That *feufe ferves many men to fave their Bilis. 
n 
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An if your wife be not a mad woman, 
And know how well 1 have deferv’d this ripz, 
She wonld not hold out enemy for ever, — 
For giving itto me. Well, peace be with you! 
[ Exeunt Portia and NERISSA. 
Ant. My lord Baffanio, let hira have the ring ; 
Let his defervings, and my love withal, - 
Be valued ’gainit your wife’s commandement. 
Bag. Go, Gratiano, run and overtake him, 
Give him the ring; and bring him, if thou canft, 
Unto Anthonio’s houfe :—-away, make hafte. [Exit Gra. 
Come, you and I will thither prefently ; 
And in the morning early wii we both 
Fly toward Belmont: Come, Anthonio, [Exexnt, 


SCENE If. 
The fame, A Street. 


Emer Portia and NERISsaA. 
Per, Enquire the Jew’s houfe out, give him this deed, 
And let him fign it; we’ll away to-night, 
And be a day before our hufbands home : 
This deed will be well welcome to Lorenzo, 


Enter GRATIANO. 


Gra. Fair fir, you are well overtaken : 
My lord Baffanio, upon more advice :, 
Hath fent you here this ring ; and doth intreat 
Your company at dinner. 
Por. That cannot be : 
‘This ring I do accept moft thankfully, 
And fo, I pray you, tell him: Furthermore, 
1 pray you, fhew my youth old Shylock’s houfe. 
Gra. That will I do. 
Ner. Sir, I would {peak with you:— 
Y'll fee if I can get my hutband’s ring, [to Portia. 
Which I did make him {wear to keep for ever. 


4 == upon more advice,} i.e, more refieGion, STERVENS. 
oF. 
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Por. Fhou may’ft, I warrant: We fhall have old {wear- 


ing, 
That they did Pye the rings away io men; 
But we'll out-face them, and out-fwear them too. 
Away, make hafte ; thou know’ft where I will tarry. 
Ner. Come, good fir, will you fhew me to this houfe? 
{ £xeunt. 





ACT V. {S)\CENE I. 
Belmont. Avenue to Portia’s Hou/e, 


Enter Lorenzo afld Jessica. 


Ler. The moon fhines bright :—In fuch a night as this, 
When the fweet wind did gently kifs the trees, 
And they did make no noife ; in fuch a night, 
droilue, methinks, mounted the Trojan walls ¢ 
And figh’d his foul toward the Grecian tents, 
Where Creffid lay that night. 
‘Fef. \n fuch a night, 
Did Thilbe fearfully o’er-trip the dew ; 
And faw the lion’s fhadow ere himfelf, 
And ran difmay’d away. 
Luv. In {uch a night, 
Stood*Dido with a willow in her hand § | 
Upon 
4 Troilus, metbinks, mownted the Trojan walls,] This image is from 
Chaucer's Trou: and Creffeide, § B. 666 and 11424 
“€ Upon the qwalis fat eke would he walke, 
«¢ And on the Grekis hoft he would yfe &c. 
«¢ ‘The daie goth fat, and after thatcame eve, 
«¢ And yet came not to Troilus Crefleide, 
«© He lokith forth, by hedge, by tre, by greve, 
‘© And ferre his heade ewir tbe evalle he leide, &c.™ 
Again, ibid: “ 
«« And up and doune by weit and eke by eit, 
Dron the wallis made he many a went.” STEEVENS. 
§ dn fucd a right, 

Stood Dido with a willow in ber bund] This paffage contains a 
fnrall initance out of many that might be brought to prove that Shak- 
ipcare was no reader of the clailicks. STEEVENS. a 

Is 
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Upon the wild fea-banks, and waft her love 
To come again to Carthage. 

Jef. In fach a night’, 
Medea gather’d the enchanted herbs 
That did renew old Atjon. 

Lor. In fuch a night, 
Did Jeffica teal from the wealthy Jew ; 
And wito an unthrift love did run from Venice, 
As far as Belmont. 

Fe/. In fuch a night, did’. ¢ 
Young Lorenzo {wear he low’d her well ; 
Stealing her foul with many vows of faith, 
And ne’er a true one. 

Lor. In fuch a night, did 
Pretty Jeihica, like a little threw, 
Slander her love, and he forgave it her. 

Fe/. | would ont-night you, did no body come ; 
But, hark, [ hear the footing of a man. 


Enter a Servant, 


Lor. Who comes fo faft in filence of the night ? 
Serv. A friend. 


Lor. A friend? what friend? your name, I pray you, 
friend ? 
Serv. Stephano is my name; and I bring word, 
My miftrefs will before the break of day 7 
Be here at Belmont: fhe doth ftray about 
By holy croffes?, where fhe kneels and prays 
For happy wedlock hours. 


Lar. 


Mr. Warton fuggefts in his Hij?. of Eng. Poetry, that Shak{peare 
might have taken this image from fome ballad on the fubje&t. MALONE. 
© In fucb a night, &c.] So, Gawer, fpeaking of Medea: 
“ Thus it befell upon a night 
© Whann there was nought but fterre light, 
*€ She was vancthed right as hir lift, 
“€ That no wight but herfelf wilt + 
“* And that was at midnight tide, 
** The world was ftillon every fide, &c. 
Confelio mantis, 1654. STEERVENS. 
* — fwear] is here, as in many other places, a diffyitable, Maronee 
7 By ely crejfis;] So, in the Merry Dewilof Edmonton, 1608 - 
# But 
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Lor. Who comes with her ? 
Serv. NOW, but a holy hermit, and her maid. 
I pray you, is my mafter yet return’d? 
Lor. He is not, nor we have not heard from him,— 
But go we in, iy thee, Jeffica, 
And ceremoniouily let us prepare 
Some welcome for the miltrefs of the houfe. 


Enter Launcelot, 


Laun. Sola, fola, wo ha, ho, fola, fola! 

Lor. Who cadls ? 

Laun. Sola‘ did you fee mafter Lorenzo, and miftrels 
Lorenzo? fola, fola! . 

Lor. Leave hollaing, man; here. 

Laun. Sola! where? where? 

Lor. Here. 

Laux. Tell him, there’s a poft come from my mafter, 
with ‘his horn full of good news ; my mafter will be here 
ere morning, [ Exit. 

Lor. Sweetfoul,® let’sin, and there expeét theircoming. 
And yet no matter ;—Why fhould we go in? 

My friend Stephano, fignify, I pray you, 

Within the houfe, your miftrefs 1s at hand ; 

And bring your mufick forth into the air.— [Exit Serv. 
How fweet the moon-light reps se this bank! 

Heré will we fit, and let the founds of mufick 

Creep in our ears ; foft fllnefs, and the night, 

Become the touches of fweet harmony. 

Sit, Jeffica; Look, how the floor of heaven 


«* But there are Crojfes, wife; here’s one in Waltham, 
“* Another at the Abbey, and the third ; 
«¢ AtCefton; and “tis ominous to pals 
« Any of thefe without a Pater-nofter.” 
and this is a reafon affigned for the delay of a wedding. Strnvens. 
8 Sweet foul, &c.| Thefe words in the old copies are placed at the 
end of Launcelot’s fpeech. Mr. Rowe firit made the prefent regulation, 
which appears to me tobe right. Inttead of fow! he readaefowe, the 
latter word having been capricroufly fubttituted in the place of the former 
by the editor of the fecond folio, who introduced a large portion of 
the corruptions which for a long time disfigured the modern editions. 
‘That judicious commentator Mr. Tyrwhitt likewife approves of the 
regulation that is here adopted. Maron, 
Ts 
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Is thick inlay’d with patines of bright gold? ; 
There’s not the malic orb, which thou, Senold’f, 
But in his motion like an angel fings, : 

Still quiring to the young-ey'’d cherubins: 

Such harmony is in immortal fouls * ; 

But, whilft this muddy vefture of decay 

Doth grofly clofe it in, we cannot hear it.— 


Enter Muficians. 


Come, ho, and wake Diana with a hymn*; 
With iweeteft touches pierce your mililtrefs’ ear, 


9 — with patines of bright ggld ;] A jam fium patina, Lat. is 
the (mall flat dith or plate ufed with the chalice, in the adminiltration 
of che eucharift. Inthe time of Popery, and probably in the follow- 
ing age, it was commonly made of gold. Matrone. 

1 Such barmony is in immortal fouls ; &¢.] This paffage having heen 
much mifunderftood, it may be proper to add a ¢hort explanation of it. 

‘6 Such barmony &c.” is not an exclamation ar‘fing fom thg'.orego- 
ing line—* So great isthe harmony !” but an illu‘traticn = Of the 
fame Kird is the harmony-"—The whole runs thus - 

Theis 13 not one of che beavenly orbs but fings as it moves, fill quiring 
tothe cheubine Sumilarte the barmony they make, is that of immortal 
fouls; or, (in other words) each of ws have as perfec? Laritony in ovr 
fouls as the narmony of the rien inafmuch as we bawve the quality of 
cing moved by fweet founds (as he expreffes it afterwards}; but our 
erojt terrefirial party which environs usy deadens the found, and prevents 
our bearing it——Ir, [Doth grofsly clofe it ing] I apprehend, refers to 
harmony. This is the reading of the firft quarto printed by Heyes 5 the 
quarto printed by Roberts and the folio read—clofe in it. 

It may be objeted that this internal harmony is not an obje@ of 
fenie, cannot be heard;—~but Shakfpeare is not always exact in hie 
language: he confounds it with that external and artificial harmony 
which 1s capable of being heard.-Dr. Warburton (who appears to have 
entirely mifunderftood this paffage,) for fou/s reads founds: MALone. 

The old reading, ¢‘ in immortal fowls,” is certainly right, and the whole 
line may be well explaired by Hooker, in his Ecciefiafical Polity, B. V. 
*€ Touching mufical harmony whether by inftrument or by voice, it 
being but high and low in founds in a due proportionable difpofttion, 
fuch notwithitanding is the force thereof, and fo pleafing effects it hath 
in that very part of man which is mot divine, that fome have been 
thereby induced to think that the Foul irfelf, by -nature, is or hath 
in it harmony.” For this quotation J am Indebted to Dr. Farmer. 

° STEEVENS. 

The fifth book of the E. P, was publithed fingly, in 1597. Martone. 

2 = qwate Diana with a bymn 3] Diana is the moon, who is in the 
next fcene reprefented as flerping. Jounson. 

And 
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And graw her home with mufick *. [ Mufick. 
Fe. Lemenever merry, when I hear fweet mufick, 
Lor. The reafon is, your {pirits are attentive : 

For do but note a wild and wanton herd, 

Or race of youthful and unhandled colts, 

Fetching mad bounds, bellowing, and neighing loud, 

Which is the hot condition of their blood ; 

If they but hear perchance a trumpet found, 

Or any air of mufick touch their ears, 

You fhall perceive them make a mutual ftand, 

Their favage eyes turn’d toa modeft gaze, 

By the fweet power of mufick: Therefore, the poet 

Did feign that Orpheus drewtrees, ftones, and floods ; 

Since noitght fo ftockifh, hard, and full of rage, 

But mawficle for the time doth change his nature : 

The man that hath no mufick in himfelf, 

Nor is not mov’d with concord of {weet founds, 

Is fffor treafons, ftratagems, and fpoils ; 

The motions of his f{pirit are dull as night, 

And his affections dark as Erebus: 

Let no fuch man be trufted.—Mark the mufick. 


Enter Portia and NeRIs8a, at a diffance. 
Por. 'That Jight we fee, is burning in my hall. 
How far that little candle throws his beams ! 
So fines a good deed in a naughty world, 
Ner. When the moon fhone, we did not fee the candle, 
Por. So doth the greater glory dim the lefs : 
A fubftitute fhines brightly as a king, 
Until a king be by; and then his ftate 
Empties itfelf, as doth an inland brook 
Into the main of waters. Mufick! hark! 
Ner. It is your mufick, madam, of the houfe. 
Por. Nothing is good, I fee, without refpe& ¢; 
Methinks, it founds much {weeter than by day. 


3 And draw Ser home with mufick.] Shak(peare, I believe, was 
here thinking of the cuftom cf accompanying the laft waggon-load, at 
the end of harveit, with ruftick mufick. He'again alludes to thie yet 
common practice, in As you ike it, Mavorn. 

_ + — without refpe@ 5] Not abfolutely good, Lut relatively good as it 
13 modified by circumftances. JoHNaON. N 
ffs 
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Ner. Silence beftows that virtue on it, madam. 
Por. The crow doth fing as {weetly as theca, 
When neither is attended ; and, I think, 
The nightingale‘, if the should fing by day, 
When every goofe is cackling, would be thought 
No better a mufician than the wren. 
Wow many things by feafon feafon’d are 
To their right praife, and true perfeétion !—~ 
Peace, hoa! the moon fleeps with Endymion, 
And would not be awak’d ® [ Mufick cea/is. 
Lor. That is the voice, 
Or lam much deceiv’d, of Portia. 
Por. He knows me, as the blind man knows the cuckoo, 
By the bad voice, 
Lor. Dear lady, welcome home. 


5 The nightingale, &c.] So, in our author's road Sonnet : 
«¢ Our love was new, and then butin the fpring, 
«© When I was wont to greet it with my lays; 
«¢ As Philomel sn fummer's front doth fing, 
‘© And ftops his pipe in growth of riper days ; 
«* Not that the fummer is lefs pleafant now, 
«© Than when her mournful hymns did hufh the night ; 
« But that wild mufick burdens bough, 
“ And fweets grown common lafe their dear delight." MaLont. 
Peace, hoa! the moon fleeps with Endymion, 
Mind would not be rwoatdy The old copies read——Peace bodb &c. 
For the emendation now made the prefent editor is anfwerable. The 
addnefs of the phrafe, ** How the moon would not be awak'd!” firit 
made me fufpeét the paflage to be corrupt; and the followir.g lines in 
Romeo and “fuliee faggeited the emendation, and appear to me to put it 
beyond a doubt: 
‘© Peace, Boa, for fhame! confufion’s cure lives not 
¢ In thefe confufions.” . 

Again, in 4s you dike it, AQT. © Peace, boa! I bar confufion,” 

Again, in Meajure for Meafure: ‘* Hoa! peace be in thie place!” 

Agaia, ibid: * Peacr, boa, be here!" 

In Antony and Cleopatra the fame miftake, I think, has happered. 
In the paffage before us, as exhibited in the old copies, there is not a 
note of admiration after the word awak’d. Portia firft enjoins the mu- 
fick to ceafe, ** Peace, hoa!” and then fabjoins the reafon for her in- 
junction; «* The moon ac." 

Mr. Tyrwhitt feems to be of opininn that the interjeftion Ho was 
formerly ufed to command a ceflation of noife, ag well as of fighting. 
Se¢ Cant. Tales of Chaucer, Vol. 1V. p. 230. MaLonge 

Per. 


co 


MERCHANT OF VENICE. 7 


Por. We have been praying far our hufbands? welfare, 


Whichdpeed, we hope, the better for our words. 
Are they retufin’d ? 
Lor. Madam, they are not yet ; 


But there is come a meffenger before, 
To ar their coming. 
Por. Goin, Neriffa, 
Give order to my fervants, that they take 
No note at all of our or abfent hence ;— 
Nor you, Lorenzo ;—Jeflicay nor you. [Trumpet founds. 
Lor, Your hufband is at hand, I hear his trumpet : 
We are no tell-tales, madam ; fear you not. 
Por, This night, methinks, is but the day-light fick, 
Tt looks a Little paler ; tis a day, 
Such as the day 1s when the fun is hid. 


Enter Bassanio, AnTHONIO, GRATLANO, and theit 
ollowers. 
Bay’. We fhould holaday with the Antipodes, 
If vou would walk in abfence of the fun’. 
Por. Let me give light ®, but let me not be light ; 
For a light wife doth make a heavy hufband, 
And never be Baffanio fo for me; 
But, God fort all !~You are welcome home, my lord. 
Baf. ? thank you, madam: give welcome to my 
"friend 
This is the man, this is Anthonio, 
To whom I am fo infinitely bound. 
Por. You fhould in all fenfe be much bound to him, 
For, as hear, he was much bound for you. 
Ant. No more than I am well acquitted of. 
Por. Six, you are very welcome to our houfe: 


7 We foould hold day &c.] If you would always walk in the night, 
it would be day with us, as it now ie on the other fide of the globe. 
MALONE. 
® Let me give light, &c.] There is foarcely any word with which 
Shakipeare 3 meh delights to trifle as with /ighr, in its various figni- 
fications. JonNNsoN. 
Mott of the old dramatick writers are guilty of the fame quibble. 


; STEEKVENS. 
Vor. ITI. H It 
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It muft appear in other ways than words, 
Therefore I feant this breathing courtefy %. a 
[Gratiano and Nenissa /eem fO¥aiz Gpart. 
Gra. By yonder moon, I {wear, you do me wrong ; 
In faith, i pare it to the judge’s clerk : 
Would he were gelt that had it, for my part, 
Since you do take it, love, fo much, at heart. 
Por, A quarrel, ho, already? what’s the matter? 
Gra. About a hoop of gold, a paltry ring 
That fhe did give me; whofe oy was 
For all the world, like cutler’s poetry * 
Upona knife, Love me, ard leave me not. 
Ner. What talk you of the pofy, or the value? 
You fwore tome, when J did give it you, 
That you would wear it till your hour of death ; 
And that it fhould lie with you in your grave : 
Though not for me, yet for your vehement oaths, 
You fhould have been refpective*, a have kept it, 
Gave it a judge’s clerk !—but welt I know, 
The clerk will ne’er wear hair on his face, that had it. 
Gra. He will, anif he live to be a man. 
Nen. Ay, ifa woman live to be a man. 
Gra. Now, by this hand, I gave it to a youth,— 
A kind of boy ; a little fcrubhed boy 3, 
No higher than thyfelf, the judge’s clerk ; 
A prating boy, that begg’d it as a fee ; 
I could not for my heart deny it him. 


9 — rbis breathing courtefy-] This verbal complimentary form, made 
up only of breath, ine. words. So, in Timon of Athens, a fenator re- 
plies to Alcibiades, who had made a long fpeeche“* You drearhe in 
vain.” MaLone. 

t mee ike cutler’s poetry] Knives were formerly infcribed by means of 
agua fortis with fhort fentencesin diftich. Sir J. HawKIns. 

* —— bave diem refpective,] Refpeive has the fame meaning as 1¢< 
Spetiful. See K. Fobn, AGI, STEEVENS. 

Chapman, Mariton, and other poets of that time, ufe this word in 
the fame fenfe. Matones 

¢ — a little fcrubbed boys] I believe fermbbed and Aubbed havea like 
meaning, and fignify flunted, or fbrub-lkee StTexvens. 

_ Scrubbed perhaps meant dirty, at well as fbort. Cole, in his Dic- 
wanary, 1679, renders it by the Latin word /gwalidus. Manone. 


Por. 
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Por, You were to blame, I muft be plain with you, 
To feefachtly with your wife’s firft gift ; 
A thing ituck on with oaths upon your finger, 
And fo riveted with faith unto your fiefh. 
I gave my love a ring, and made him {wear 
Never to part with it; and here he ftands ; 
I dare be fworn for him, he would not leave it, 
Nor pluck it from his finger, for the wealth 
That the world mafters. Now, in faith, Gratiano, 
You give your wife too dhkind a caufe of grief ; 
An ’twere to me, I fhould be mad at it. 
Baff. Why, I were beft to cut my left hand off, 
And {wear, I loft the ring defending it. [afde. 
Gra. My lord Baffanic gave his ring away 
Unto the judge that begg’d it, and, indeed, 
Deferv’d it too; and then the boy, his clerk, 
That took fome pains in writing, he begg’d mine: 
An@heither man, nor mafter, would take aught 
But the two rings. | 
Por. What ring gave you, my lord? 
Not that, I hope, which you receiv’d of me. 
Baff. \f Y could add a lie unto a fault, 
I would deny it; but you fee, my finger 
Hath not the ring upon it, it is gone. 
Poy. Even fo void is your falfe heart of truth, 
By heaven, I will ne’er come in your bed 
Until I fee the ring. 
Ner. Nor I in yours, 
Till I again fee mine. 
Baff. Sweet Portia, 
If you did know to whom I gave the'ring, 
If you did know for whom I gave the ring, 
And would conceive for what I gave the ring, 
And how unwillingly I left the ring, 
When nought would be accepted but the ring, 
You would abate the irene of your difpleafure, 
Por. If you had known the virtue of the ring, 
Or half her worthinefs that pave the ring, 


Hz Or 
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Or your own honour to contain the ring ¢, 
You would not then have parted with the ring? 
What man is there fo much unreafonable, 
If you had pleas’d to have defended it 
With any terms of zeal, wanted the modefty 
Tourge the thing held as aceremony 5? 
Nerf teaches me what to believe ; 
I’ll die for’t, but fome woman had the ring. 

Baff. No, by my honour, madam, by ‘my foul, 
No woman had it, but a civil doftor, 
Which did refufe three thoufand ducats of me, 
And begg’d the ring; the which I did deny him, 
And {uffer’d him to go difpl&éas’d away ; 
Even he that had ee the very li 
Of my dear friend. What fhould I fay, fweet lady ? 
I was enfore’d to fend it after him ; 
I was befet with fhame and courtefy ; 
My honour would not let ingratitude 
So much befmear /t: Pardon me, good lady ; 
For, by thefe blefled candles of the night °, 
Had you been there, I think, you would have bege’d 
The ring of me to give the worthy dotor. 


4 — ro contain the ring,] Mr. Pope and the other mudern editors 
read—to retain, but contain might in our author's time have had nearly 
the fume meaning. Or he might have meant, “if you had }nown 
that the ring contained your own hotiour,——that they were involved 
together ;"=—and made the tranfpofition for the fake of the jingle. 
MALONE. 
5 What man——wanted the modefly 

To urge the thing beld as a ceremony ?] This is a very licentious 
expreftion, The fenfe ta, Wat man could bave fo little modefly or want- 


ed médefty fo much, as to urge the demand of a thing kept on accountin 
fome fort religious. JouNsoN. 


Thus Calphurnia fays to Julius Coefar : 
*€ Cefar, I never ftood on ceremonies.” STEERVENS. 
© me candles of the night,] We have again the fame expreffion in one 
of our author's Sonnets, in Macbeth, and Romeo and ‘fuliet. It ifke- 
wife occure in Diella, Certathe Sonnets adjoyned te the amorous poeme of 
Dom Diego and Gineura, by Re Le 1 : 
** He who can count the ea f the fie, 
** Reckon the fands whereon Pactolus flews &c.” Maront. 


Por, 
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Per, Let not that doctor e’er come near my houfe: 
SinceSestmth got the jewel thar I lov’d, 
And that which you did {wear to keep for me, 
I will become as liberal as you; 
I'll not deny him any thing I have, 
No, not my body, nor my hufband’s bed: 
Know him I fhall, I am well fure of it : 
Lie not a night,from home ; watch me, like Argus: 
If you do not, -if I be left alone, 
Now, by mine honour, which is yet my own, 
1}) have that doG@or for my bed-fellow. 
Ner. And I his clerk ; therefore be well advis’d, 
How you do leave ‘me to mint own protection. 
Gra. Weli, do you fo: let not me take him then 5 
For, if Ido, PIl mar the young clerk’s pen. 
Ant. I am the unhappy fat 


bjeét of thefe quarrels, ; 
wor. Sir, grieve not you; You are welcome notwith- 
ftanding. 
Baff. Portia, forgive me this enforced wrong ; 
And, in the hearing of thefe many friends, 
I fwear to thee, even by thine own fair eyes, 
Wherein [ fee myfelf,— 
Por. Mark you but that ! 
1n both my eyes he doubly fees himfelf: 
in seek eye, one :—efwear by your double felf7, 
And there’s an oath of credit, 
Baff, Nay, but hear me: 
Pardon this fault, and by my foul { fwear, 
4 never more will break an oath with thee. 
Ant. I once did lend my body for his wealth * ; 
Which, but for him that had your hafband’s ring, 
Had quite mifcarry’d: I dare be bound again, 
My foul upon the forfeit, that your lord 
Will never more break faith advifedly. 


7 == favear by your double felf,) Double is here ufed in a bad fenfe 

fore—full of duplicity. MALONX- 
& — for bis wealth;] For his advantage; to obtain his happinefs. 
i¥ealth was, at that time, the term oppofite to adver/ity, or ca/amity- 
Jounson. 


H 3 Por, 
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Por. Then you fhall be his furety : Give him this. 
And bid him keep it betterthanthe other, 
Ant. Here, lord Baflanio; fweat to keep this ring. 
Baff. By heaven, it is the fame I gave the do&or* 
Per. I had it of him: pardon me, Baflanio; 
For by this ring the do¢tor lay with me. 
Ner. And pardon me, my gentle Gragiano ; 
For that fame {crubbed boy, the doétor’s‘tlerk, 
In Jieu of this, laft night did lie with me. 
Gra. Why, thisis like the mending of highways 
In fummer, where the ways are fair enough : 
What! are we cuckolds, ere we have deferv’d it? 
Por. Speak not fo grofsly.\—You are all amaz’d : 
Here is a letter, rene it at your leifure ; 
Tt comes from Padua, from Bellario: 
There you fhall find, that Portia was the doctor ; 
Neriifa there, her clerk: Lorenzo here 
Shall witnefs, I fet forth as foon as you, 
And but even now return’d; I have not yet 
Enter'd my houfe.—Anthonio, you are welcome 3 
And I have better news in ftore for you, 
Than you expe: unfeal this letter foon ; 
There you fhall find, three of your argofies 
Are richly come to harbonr fuddenly : 
You fhall not know by what ftrange accident 
I chanced on this letter. 
Ant. I am dumb. 
Bag. Were you the doctor, and I knew you not? 
Gra. Were you the clerk, that is tomake me cuckold ? 
Ner. Ay; butthe clerk, that never means to do it, 
Unlefs he live untH he be a man. 
Laff. Sweet doétor, you fhall be my bedfellow; 
When I am abfent, then lie with my wife. 
Ant. Swest lady, you have given me life, and living ; 
For here I read for certain, that my fhips 
Are fafely come to road. 
Per, How now, Lorenzo ? 
My clerk hath fome good comforts teo for you. 
Ner, Ay, and I'll give them him without a fee.— 
There 
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Theradgl give to you, and Jeffica, 
From the rich Jew, a fpecial deed of gift, 
After hits death, of all he dies poffefs’d of. 
Lor. ladies, you drop manna in thé way 
Of itarved people. 
Por. tis almoft morning, 
And yet, Iam fure, you are not fatisfy’d 
Of thefe events at full: Let us go in; 
And charge us there upon intergatories, 
And we will anfwer all things faithfully. 
Gra. Let it be fo: The firk intergatory, 
That my Nerufa thall be {wayn on, is, 
Whether gill the next night the had rather flay ; 
Or go to bed now, being two hours to day: 
But were the day come, I fhould with it dark, 
That I were couching with the dottor’s clerk. 
, while] live, I’ll fear no other thing 
So fore, as keeping fafe Neriffa’s ring %. [Exeunt. 


9 It has been lately difcover@d, that this fable is taken from a ftory 
in the Pecerene of Ser Giowanni Fiorentino, a novelift, who wrote in 
1378. [The firft novel of the fourth day-] The ftory has been publith- 
ed in Englifh, and I have epitomized the tranilation. The tranflator 
is of opinion, that the choice of the cafkets is borrowed from a tale of 
Boumc, [the firk movel of the tenth day,} which f have likewife 
abridged, though I beliewe thac Shakfpeare muft have had fome other 
novel in view*. JoHmson. 


HERE lived at Florence, a merchant whofe name was Bindo. He 
was rich, and had three fons. Being near his end, he called for 
the two eldedt, and#eft them heirs: to the youngeft he left nothing. 
This youngeft, whole name was Giannetto, went te his father, and 
faid, what hasmy father done? The father replied, Dear Giannetto, 
there is none to whom I with better than to you. Go to Venice to 
your godfather, whofe name is Anfaldo; he has no child, and has 
wrote to me often te‘fend you thither to him. He is the richeft mer- 
chant amongft the Chriftians : if you behave well, you will be certain- 
ly arich man. The fon anfwered, Jam ready to do whatever my dear 
father thall command: upon whieh he gave him his benedi@fion, and 
in a few days died. 
Gianetto went to Anfaldo, and prefented the letter given by the fa- 
ther before his death. Anfaldo reading the letter, cried out, My dcareft 


® See Dr. Farmer's note at the beginning af this play, from which it appears, 
that Dr, Johnion wag right in this conje@ure. Martone, 


H« godfon 
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godfon is welcome to my atms. He tren afked news of his father. 
Giannetto replied, He ts dead. I am much grieved, replieinfaldo, 
to hear of the death of Bindo; but the joy I feel, in feeing you, miti- 
gates my forrow. He conducted him to his houfe, and gaye Grders to 
his fervants, that Giannetto fhould be obeyed, and ferved’ with more 
attention than had been paid to himtelf. He then delivered him the 
keys of his ready money; and tuld him, S8n, fpend this moncy, keep 
atable, and make yourfelf known: remember, that the more you gain 
the good will of every body, the more you will be dear to me. 

Giannetto now beganto give entertainments. Hewas more obedient 
and courteous to Anfaldo, than if he had been an hundred times his 
father. Every body in Venice was fond of him. Anfaldo could think 
of nothing but him; fo much was he pleafed with his good manners 
and behaviour. 

It happened, that two of his mefl intimate aequaintance defigned to 
go with two fhips to Alexandria, and told Giamhetto, he would do well 
to take a voyage and fee the world. I would ge willingly, faid he, if 
my father Anfaldo will give leave. His companioxs go to Anfaldo, and 
beg his permiffion for Giannetto to go in the {pring with them to Ale<- 
andria; and defire him ta provide him a thip. Anfaldo immediatel~ 
procured a very fine (hip, loaded it with merchandise, adorned if with 
fireamers, and furnifhed it with arms; and, ag foon as it was ready, he 
gave orders to the captain and failors to do every thing that Giannectto 
commanded, It happened one morning early, that Giannetto faw a 
gulpl, with a fine port, and afked the captain how the port was called. 
He replied, That place belongs to a widow lady, who has ruined many 
gentlemen. In what manner? fays Giannetto. He arfwered, This 
lady is a fine and beautiful woman, and has made a lau, that who. 
ever arrives here is obliged to go to bed with her, and if ke can have 
the enjoyment of her, he muft take her for his wife, and be lord of all 
the country; but if he cannot enjoy her, he lofes every thing he has 
brought with him. Giannetto, after a little reflection, tell; the cap- 
tain togetintothe port. He was obeyed; and in an initant .bey Mlide 
into the port fo eafily that the other thips perceived nothing. 

The lady was foon informed of it, and fent for Giannetto, who wait. 
ed on her immediately. She, taking him by the hand, afked him, who 
he was? whence he came? and if he knew the cuftom of the country ? 
He anfwered, That the knowledge of that cuftom was his only reafon 
for comings The lady paid him great honouwis, and fent for barons, 
counts, and knights in great numbers, who were her fubjetts, to keep 
Giannetto company. Thefe nobles were highly délighted with the good 
breeding and manners of Giannetto; and all would have rejoiced to 
have him for their lod. 

The night being come, the lady faid, it feeme to be time to go to 
bed. Giannetto told the lady, he was entirely devoted to her fervice ; 
and immediately two damicls enter with wine and fweetmeats. The 
[ady intreats him to talte the wine: he takes the {weetmeats, and 
drinks fome of the wine, which was prepared with ingredients to caufe 

fleep. 
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fleep. He then goes into the bed, where he inftantly falls afleep, and 
never whkes till late in the morning, but the lady rofe with the fun, and 
gave ordeis to unload the veffel, which fhe found full of rich merchan- 
gize. After nine o'clock the women ants go tu the bed-fide, order 
Giannetto terife and be gone, for he had loft the hip. The ledy gave 
him a horfe and money, and he leaves the place very melancholy, and 
goes to Wenice. When he arvives, he dares not return home for hhame : 
but at night goes.to the houfs of a friend, who is furprifed to fee him, 
and inquires of him the caufe of his return: He anfwers, his thip had 
ftiuck on a rock in the night, and was broke in pieces, ‘ 
This friend, going one day to make @,vifit to Anfaldo, found him 
very difconfolate. I Searyfays Anfaldo, fomuch, that this fon of mine 
is dead, that ] have no eft, His friend told him, that he had been 
fhipwreck*d, and had loft his ail, but that he himfelf was fafe. Anfaldo 
inftantly gets up, and ryns to find him. My dear fon, faid he, you 
reed not fear my dilpleafure j it is a common accident ; trouble your- 
fcif no furthér. He takes him home, gil the way telling him to be 
chearful and eafy. 
' The news was foon known all over Venice, and every one was con- 
ened for Giannetto. Some time after, his companions arriving from 
Altvandria very rich, demanded what was become of their friend, and 
having heard the ftory, ran to fee him, and rejoiced with him for his 
jafety ; tclling him that next {pring he might gain a3 much as he had 
loft the lait. But Giannetto had no other thoughts than of his return 
to the lady; and was relolved to marry her, ordie. Anfaldo told him 
frequently, not to be caft down, Giannetto faid, he fhould never be 
happy, till he was at liberty to maka another voyage. Anfaldo provided 
another dhipof more value than the firft. Hé again entered the port of 
Belmonte, and the lady lacking on the part from her bed-chamber, and 
feeing the thip, afked her ect if the aie the ftreamers; the maid 
faid, ft was the thip of the young man who arrived the Jaft year, You 
are in the right, anfwered che lady; he muft furely have a great regard 
for me, for never any one came a fecond time: the maid faid, the had 
never feen amore agretable man. He went to the caitle, and prefented 
himfelf to the lady ; who, as foon as the faw him, embraced him, and 
the day was pafied in joy and revels. Bed-time being come, the laily 
entreated him to goto reft: when they were feated in the chamber, the 
two damfels enter with wine and fweet-meats; and having cat and 
drank of them, they go to bed, and immediately Giannetto falls afleep; 
the laay undretied, and lay down by his fide; but he waked not t 
whole night. In the morning, the lady rifes, and gives orders to ftrip 
the fhip. He has a horfe and money given to him, and away he goes, 
and never ftops till he gets to Venice; and at night goes to the fame 
friend, who with aftonidhment akked him, what was the matter: I am 
undone, fays Giannetto. His friend anfwered, You are the caufe of 
the ruinof Anfaldo, and your fhame ought to be greater than the lofs 
you have fuffered. Giannetto lived privately many days, At lait - 
too 


¥ 


- 
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took the refolution of feeing Anfaldo, who rofe from his chair, and 


. running to embracé him, told him he was welcome: Giannetto with 


tears returned his embraces. Anfaldo heard his tale: Do not grieve, 
my dear fon, fays he, we have ftill enough: the fea enriches fome 

men, others it ruins. 
Poor Giannetto’s head was day and night full of the thoughts of his 
bad fuccefs, When Anfaldo enquired what, was the matter, he coa- 
he could never be contented till he fhould be in a condition to 


Precain all that he loft. When Anfaldo found him F ahe he began to 


* 


* 


¢ every thing he had, to furnifh this other fine fhip with merchan- 
ze: but, as he wanted Mill ten thoufand ducats, he applied himfelf to 
a Jew at Meftri, and borrowed them oncondition, that if they were not 
paid on the feat of Ste John inthe next month of June, that the Jew 
might take a pound of fefli from any part of his body he pleafed. An- 
faldo agreed, and the Jew had an Obligation drawn, and witnefled, with 
all the form and ceremony necefiary; and then counted him the ten 
thoufand ducatseof gold, with which Anfaldo bought what was ftill 
wanting for the veffel. This laft thip was finer and better freighted 
than the other two 3 and bis companions made ready for their voyage, 
with a defign that whatever they gained fhould be for their fr sue 
When it was time to depart, Anfaldo told Giannetto, that fince he well 
knew the obligation to the Jew, he entreated, that if any misfortune 
happened, he would return to Venice, that he might (ee him before he 
died ; and then he could leave the world with fatisfaécion: Giannetto 
promifed to do every thing that he conceived might give him pleafure. 
Anfaldo gave him his bleiling, they took their leave, and the fhips fet 
out. 

Giannetto had nothing in his head but to fteal into Belmonte; and 
he prevailed with one of the failors in the night to fail the veffel into 
the port. Jc was told the lady, that Giannetto was arrived i, port. 
She faw from the window the vefiel, and immediately fent for him. 

Giannetto goes to the caftle, the day is {pent in joy and feafting 5; and 
to honour him, a tournament is ordered, and many barons ana knights 
tilted that day. Giannetto did wonders, fo well did he underftand the 
Jance, and wasdo gracefula figure on horfe-back: he pleafed fo much, 
that all were deftrous to have him for their lord. 

The lady, when it was the ufual time, catching him by the hand, 


* begged him to take his reft. When he paffed the door of the chamber, 


one of the damfels in a whifper faid to him, Make a pretence to drink 
the liquor, but touch notone drop. The lady faid, I] know you muft be 
thirfty, 1 muft have you drink before you go to bed: immediately two 
damfels entered the room, and prefented the wine. Who can refufe 
wine from fuch beautiful hands ? cries Giannetto: at which the lady 
fmiled. Giannetto takes the cup, amd making as if he drank, pours 
the wine into his bofom, The lady thinking he had drank, fays afide 
to herdelf with great joy, You muft go, young man, and bring another 


thip, 
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fhip, for this iscondemned. Giannetto went to bed, and began to fnore * 
as ifheflept¥foundly, The lady perceiving this, laid herf€lf down by. 
his fide.” Giannetto lofes notime, but turning to thedady, heer 
her, faying, Now am I in pofiéffion of my utmoft withes. When Gi. © 
annetto cam@out of his chamber, he was knighted,.and "placed in the 
chair of ftatey had the fteptre put into his hand, and Was ‘proclaimed 

« fovereign of the country, with greaf pomp ands fplendour; and whens 
the lords and ladies were céme to the caitle, e Married the lady in great _ 
ceremony. ae . ; ‘  — * * . 

Giannetto governed excellently, and caufed juftice to. be adminiftered 

impartially. Hecontinued fome time In his happy ftate, and never en- 
tertained a thoughtof poor Anfaldo, whe had given his bond to the Jew» 
for ten thoufand ducats. But one day, as he ftood at the window 
the palace with his bride, he faw a number of pedplé pafs along the 
piazza, with lighted torches in theirshands. What-is the m@aning» 
of this? phe The lady anfweted, They ate artificers, going to 
taake their offerings at the church of St. poi, this day, being his fefti- » 
va!. Giannetto inftantly recollected Anfaldo, g 

, turned pale. His lady enquired the caufe of-his. 
mL he felt nothing. She continued to prefs 
till he Was obliged to confef$ the caufe of his unite 


* was engaged for the money; thatthe term was expire’ 3 andthe grief 
he was in was left his father fhould lofe his lifepfor ‘if the .. 
ten thoufand ducats were not paid that day, he m a hie 


@ poundof 
fieth. The lady told him to mount on horfe-back, atid go by land the 
neareft way, to take fome attendants, and an hundred tho ucats 5, 
and not ftop till he arrived ar Venice; and if he was not to en- 
deavour to bring Anfaldo to her. “Giannetto takes horfe*with twenty 
attendants, and makes the beftof his waysto Venice. ¢ 
The tjme being expired, the Jéw ‘had Anfildo, and i on. 
having a pound of his fleth, He entreated him only to waitdome days} 
that if his dear Giannetto arrived, he might have the pleafure Uf @m= | 
bracing him: the Jew replied he was willing to wait; but, he, T 
will cur off the pound of fleth, according tothe words of the obligations * 
Anfaldo anfwered, that he was content. -”. =. * 
Several fierchants would have jointly paid the nati the Jew 
would not hearken to the propofal, but infifted that He might have the 
fatisfaétion of faying, that he had put to death the greateit of the'Chfi- . : 
ftian merchants. Giannetto making all poffible hafte to Venice, his ~ 
lady foon followed him in a lawyer’s habit, with two fervants attending 
her, Giannetto, when he came to Venice, goes to the few, and (after 
embracing Anfaldo) tells himy-he is ready to pav the money, as 
much more as he fhould@emand. ‘The Jew faid, he would take no ~ 
money, fince it was not paid at the time due; but that he would have _ 
the pound of fieth, Every one blamed the Jew; but as Venice was a 
) place where juftice was ftriétly adminiftered, and the Jew had his pre- 
tenfions grounded on publick and received forms, their only gefource was 
entreaty ; 












wS MERCHANT OF VENICE. ; 


entreaty; and when the merchants of Venice applied to him, he -was 
inflexible. Giannetto offered him twenty thoufand, then-thirty thou- 
fand, afterwards forty, fifty, and at laf an hundred thoufand@ducats. 
The Jew told him, if he would give him as much gold as Venice was 
worth, he would not acceptit; and fays he, you know little of me, if 
you think I will defiit from my demand. 

The tady now arrives at Venice, in her lawyer’s drefs; and alight- 
ing at an inn, the landlord afks of one of the fervfnts, who his mafter 
was: The fervant anfwered, that he was a young lawyer who had 

Ginithed his Qudies at Bologna. The landlord upon this thews his gueft 
great civility: and when he attended at dinner, the lawyer enquiring 
how juftice was adminiftered in that city, he anfwered, juftice in this 
place is too fevere ; and related the cafe of Anfaldo. Says the lawyer, 
this queftion may be eafily anfwered. If you can anfwer it, fays the 
landlord, and fave this worthy man from death, you will get the love 
and efteem of all the beft men of this city. ‘The lawyer caufed a pro- 
clamation to be made, that whoever had any law matters to determine, 
they fhould have recourfe to him: fo it was told to Giannetto, that a 
famous lawyer was come from Bologna, who could decide all cafes in 
Jaw. Giannetto propofed to the Jew to apply tc this lawyer. Wit’. 
all my heart, fays the Jew; but let who will come, I will ftick-.u‘my 
bond. They came to this judge, and faluted him. Giannetto did 12, 
rememberthim: for he had difguifed his face with the juice of certain 
herbs, Giannetto, and the Jew, each told the merits of the caufe to 
the judge; who, when he had taken the bond and read it, faid to the 
Jew, I muft have you take the hundred thoufand ducats, and releafe 
this honeit man, who will always have a grateful fenie of the favour 
done to him. ‘The Jew replied, I will dono Much thing. The judge 
anfweréd, it will be better for you. The Jew was pofitive to yield 
nothing. Upon this they go to the tribunal appointed for fuch judg- 
ments: and our judge fays to the Jew, Do youcut a pound of this 
man’s ficfh where you .chufe. The Jew ordered him to be ftripped 
naked ; and takes in his hand a razor, which had been made on pur- 
pofe. Giannetto feeing thisy turning to the judge, this, fays he, is not 
the favour I afked of you. Be quiet, fays he, the pound of fleh is not 
yet cut off. “As foon asthe Jew was going to begin, Take care what 
you do, fays the judge, if you take more or lefs than a pound, Twill order 
your head to be ftruck off: and befide, if you fhed one drop of blood, 
you fhall be put todeath. Your paper makes no mention of the fhed- 
ding of blood; but fays exprefly, that you may take a pound of flefh, 
neither more nor lefs. He immediately fent for the executioner to bring 
the block and ax ; and now, fays he, if I fee one drop of blood, off goes 
your head. At length the Jew, after much wrangling, told him, Give 
me the hundred thoufand ducats, and T-am coatent. No, fays the 
judge, cut off your pound of fleth according to your bond: why did not 
you take the money when it was offered ?. The Jew came down to ninc- 
ty, and then to eighty thoufand: but the judge, was ‘till refolute. 


- Giannetto 
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Giannetto told the judge to give what he required, that Anfaldo might’ 
have his liberty: but he replied, let me manage him. Then the jew 
would have taken fifty thoufand : he faid, J wil) not give you a penny. 
Give me atleaft, fays the Jew, my own ten thoufand ducats, and a curfe 
confound you all, The judge replies, I will give you nothing: if you 
will have the pound of fleth, take it; if not, I will order your bond to 
be protefted and annulled. The Jew feeing he could gain nothing, tore 
in pieces the bond ina greatrage. Anfaldo was releafed, and conduét- 
ed home with great joy by Giannetto, who carried the hundred thou~ 
fand ducats to the inn to the lawyer. The lawyer faid, I do not want 
money; carry it back to yourlady, chat the may not fay, that you have 
{quandered it away idly. Says Giannetto, my lady is fo kind, that I 
might {pend four timesias much without incurring her difpleafure. How 
are you pleafed with the lady? fays the lawyer, I love her better than 
any earthly thing, anfwers Giannetto: nature feems to have done her 
urmoft in forming her. If you will come and fee her, you will be fur- 
prifed at the Honours the will thew you. I cannot go with you, fays 
the lawyer; but fince you fpeak fo much good of her, 1 muft defire you 
to prefent my refpeéts to her.” I will not fail, Giannetto anfwered ; 
~ cad now, let me entreat you to accept of fome of the money. While 
he W.tepeaking, the la obferved a ring on his finger, and faid, if 
, va will give me this ring, ¥ fhall feek no other reward. Willingly, fays 
Giannetto 5; but as it is a ring given me by my lady, to wear for her 
fake, I have fome reluétance to part with it, and the, not fecing it on 
my finger, will believe, thatd havé given ittoa woman. Says the law- 
yer, fhe efteems you fufficiently to credit what you tell her, and you may 
fay you made a prefent of it to me ; but I rather think you want to 
give it to fome former miftrefs here in Venice. So great, fays Gian- 
netto, is the love and reverence I bear to her, that I would not change 
her for any woman in the world.» After this he takes the ring from his 
finger,*and prefents it to him. I-have #till a favour to afk, fays the 
lawyer. It fhall be granted, fays Giannetto, It is, replicd he, that 
you do not ftay amy timehere, but go as foon as poffible to your lady. 
It appears to me a thoufand years till I fee her, anfwered Giannettos 
and immediately they take leave of each other. The lawyer embarked, 
and ieft Venice. Giannetto took leave of his Wenetian friends, and 
carried Anfaldo with him, and fome of his old acquaintance accompanied 
them. The lady arrived fome days before; and having refumed her 
female habit, pretended to have fpent the time at the baths; and now 
gave order to. have the ftreets lined with tapeftry : and when Giannetto 
and Anfaldo were landed, all the court went out to meet them. When 
they arrived at the palace, the lady ran to embrace Anfaldo, but feigned 
anger againft Giannetto, though fhe loved him exceffively: yetthe featt- 
ings, tilts, and diverfions weaton as ufual, at which all the lords and 
ladies were prefent. Giannetto feeing that his wife did not receive him 
with her accuftomed good countenance, called her, and would have fa- 
suted her, She told him, the wanted none of his carefles: 1 am poe 
ays 
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‘the, have’been favith of them zo fome of your jonchay miftrefles« _ 
a ' ‘ag excufes. She afked him, where was ting 
the fiad given him: Yt is no more than what 1 expetted, cries Gian- 
netto, ahd.I wasin the right to fay you would be angry with me; but, 
I fwear, by all that igfacred, and by your dear felf, that Iygave the 

* Fing toethe lawyer Who gained our caufe. And I can fwear, fays the 
lady, With as much folemnity, that you gave the fing fo a woman : 
therefore fwear.no more. Giannetto protefted that what he had toid 
her was true, and that he faid all this to the lawyer, when he afked for 
the ring. The lady repliedy you would have done much better to, ftay 
at Venice with your miltrefles, for I fear they all wept when you came 
away. Giannetto’s tears began to fall, and in great forrow he afiured 
her, that what fhe fuppofed could not be true. “The lady feeing his 
tears, which were daggers in her bofom, ran to embrace him, andina 
fit of laughter thewed the ring, and told him, that fhe was herfelf the 

_ Tastyer, and how fhe obtained the'tirig. Giannetto was greatly aftonifh- 
- ed, finding it all true, and told the ftory to the nobles ant to his com- 
_panions ; and this heightene atly the love between him and his lady. 
He then called the damfel who had given him the good advice in the 
evening not to drink the liquor, and gave her to Anfaldo for a wife © 
and they {pent the reft of their lives in ore! felicity and capac. 
ment... » 
Ruggieri de Figiovanni.took a refolution of going, for fome time, to 
the court of Alfonfo king of Spaim He was gracioufly received, 
' and living there fome time in great magnificence, and giving remark- 
able proofs of his courage, was greatly efteemed. Having frequent op- 
portunities of examining minutely the behaviour of the king, he ob- 
ferved, that he gave, as he thought, with tile difcernment, cattles, and 
baronies, to fuch who were unworthy of his favours; and to himfelf, 
who might pretend to be of fome eftimationy he. gave nothing: he there 
fore thought the fitteft thing to be donesimas to epans leave of the king 
toreturn home. . >: i Stee 
His requeft was granted, andthe king prefented him with one of the 
moft beautiful and excellent mules, that had ever been mounted. .One 
of the king’s trufty fervants was ¢ommanded to accompany Ruggieri, 
and riding along with him, to pick up, and recollect every word he faid 
of the king, and then mention that it was the order of his fovereign, 
that he fhould go back to him, The man watching the opportunity, 
joined Ruggieri when he fet out, faid he was going towards Italy, 

‘~ wuld be glad.to ride in company with him. Ruggieri jogging on with 
his mule, and talking of one thing or other, it being near nine o'clock, 
told his companion, a they would do well to put up their mules a 
little ; and as foon as they entered the ftable, every beatt, except his, be- 

an toftale. Riding’on further, they came to a river, and watering the 
beafts, his mule ftaled in the'rivert you untoward beaft, fays he, you 
gare like your mafter, who gave you tome. The fervant remembered 
‘ " this 
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this expreffion; aa many others as they rode on all day togethers but 
he heard not’a fingle word drop from him, but what was in praife of the 
king. The hext morning Ruggieri was told the order of the king, and 
inftantly turned backe ‘When the king had heard what hehad faid of 
the mule, he commanded him into his preience, and with a fmile, afked 
him, for What reafon he had compared the mule to him. Ruggieri an- 
fwered, My reafon is plain, you give where you ought not to give, and 
where you ought to give, you give nothing ; in the fame manner the 
mule would not ftale where fhe ought, and where fhe ought not, there 
fhe ftaled. The king faid upon this, If ] have not rewarded you as I 
have many, do not entertain a thought that I was infenfible to your 
great merit; it is Bortune who hindered me; fhe is to blame, and not 
1; and I will theWyot manifeftly that I fpeak truth. My difcontent, 
fir, proceeds not, anfwered Ruggieri, from a defire of being enriched, but 
from your not having given the fmalleft teftimony to my deferts in your 
fervice: neverthelefs your excufe is velid, and I am ready to fee the 
proof you mention, thoagh I can eafilybelieve you without it. The 
king conduéted him to a*hall, where he had already commanded two 
large cafkets, fhut clofe, to be placedt ‘and before a large company told 
Ruggieri, that in one of them was contained hif crown, fcepter, and all 


~ ag. iewels, and that the other was full of earth: choofe which of them 


you av beft, and thee will fee that it is not I, but your fortune 
cuct has been ungratefule Ruggieri chofe one. It was found to be the 
cafket full of earth. Theking iaidto him with’a fmile, Now you may 
fee Ruggieri, that what I told you of fortune is true; but for your fake, 
1 will oppofe her with all my ftrength. You have no intention, I am 
certain, to Jive in Spain, therefore 1 will offer you no preferment here ; 
but that cafket which fortune denied you, fhall be yours in defpite of 
her: carry it with you into your own country, thew it to your friends, 
and ncighboursy as my gift to yo you have my permifiion to boaft, 
that it is a reward of your virtues. : 


Of The Mercwant of Venice . the ftyle is even and eafy, with 
few peculiarities of dition, or anomalies of conftruCtion. The comick 
part raifes laughter, and the ferious fixes expectation. ‘The probability 
of either one or the other ftory cannot be maintained. The union of 
two a€tions in one event is in this drama eminently happy. Dryden 
was much pleafed with his own addrefs in connetting the two plots of 
his Spanifh Friar, which yet, I believe, the critick will find excelled 
by this play. Jonnson. | 

Gregorio Leti, in his Life of Sixtus V. tranflated by Ellis Farne- 
worth, 1745, has likewife this kind of ftory. 

‘It was currently reported in Rome that Drake had taken and plun- 
dered S. Domingoe in Hifpaniola, and carricd off an immenfe booty : 
this account came in a private letter to Paul Secchi, a very confiderable 
merchant in the cityy who had large concerns in thofe parts which he 
hadinfured. Upon the receiving this news\ he fent for the infurer 
Samfon Ceneda, a Jew, and acquainted him with it. The Jew, _— 

intere 
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intereft it was to have fuch a report thought falfe, gave mariy teafons 
why it couldnot poffibly be true; and at laft worked himielf up into 
fuch a paffion, that he faid, «I'll lay you apound of my fleth itis a 
lie.” ‘ 

Secchi, who was of a fiery hot temper, replied, If you like it, ll 
lay you a thoufand crowns againft a pound of your fiefh thatit is true.” 
The Jew accepted the wager, and artic:es were immediately executed 
between them, the fubftance of which was, “* That if Seechi wor, he 
fhould himfelf cut the fleth with a tharp knife from whatever part of the 
Jew’s body he pleafed.” Unfortunately for the Jew, the truth of the 
account was foon after confirmed, by other advices from the Weft-Indies, 
which threw him almott into diftraCtion ; efpeciallywhen he was in- 
formed that Secchi had folemnly fworn he would compel him to the 
exact literal performance of his contraét, and-was determincd to cut a 
pound of ficth from that part of his body which it is not neceflary to 
anention. Upon this he went to fhe governor of Rome, and begged he 
would interpofe inthe affair, and ufe his authority to prevail with Sec- 
chi to accept of a thoufand pittoles as an equivalent for the pound of 
fichh: but the governor not daring to take upon him to determine a cafe 
of fo uncommon a nature, made a report of it to the pope, who fent for_. 
them both, and having heard the articles read,and informed hi aN 
perfectly of the whole affair from their own mouths, faid, “« When 
contraéts are made, it is juft they fhould be fulfilled, as we intend this 
thall. ‘Take a knife, therefore, Secchi, and cut a pound of ficth from 
any part you pleafe of the Jew’s body. We would advife you, how- 
ever, to be very careful; for if you cut but a fcruple or grain more or 
tefs than your due, you fhall certainly be hanged. Go, and bring hither 
a knife, anda pair of fcales, and let it be done in our prefence.” 

The merchant at thefe words b to tremble like an afpiu-lcaf, 
and throwing himfelf at his holinefs’s feet, with tears in his eyes pro- 
tefted, “ It was far from his thoughts to infift upon the perfoymance 
of the contraét.”. And being afked by the pope what he demanded ; 
an{wered, ** Nothing, holy father, but your benedi€tion, and that the 
articles may be torn in pieces.” Then turning to the Jew, he afked 
him, ** What he had to fay, and whether he was content.” ‘The few 
anfwered, ‘¢ That he thought himfelf extremely happy to come oth at 
fo eafy a rate, and that he was perfectly content.” ‘* But we are not 
content,” replied Sixtus, ** nor is there fufficient fatisfation made te 
our laws. We defire to know what authority you have to lay fuch 
wagers ? The fubjets of princes are the property of the ftate, and have 
no right to difpofe of their bodies, nor any part of them, without the 
exprefs confent of their fovereigns.”” « 

They were both immediatelyfent to prifon, and the governor order- 
ed to proceed againft them with the utmoft feverity of the law, that 
others might be deterred by their example front gine any more fuch 
wagers.—[ The governor interceding for them, and propofing a fine of 
a thoufand crowns each, Sixtus ordered him to condemn them both to 
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death, the Jew for felling his life, by confenting to have a pound of flefh 
cut from his body, which he faid was direct fuicide, and the merchant 
for premeditated:murder, in making a contract with the other that he 
knew mutt be the occafion of his death. ] 

As Secchi was of a very good family, having many great friends and 
relations, and the Jew one of the moit leading men in the fynagogue, 
they both had recourfe to petitions. Strong application was made to 
cardinal Montalto, to intercede with his holinefs at leaft to {pare their 
lives. Sixtus, who did not really defign to put them to death, but to 
deter others from fuch pra€tices, at laft confented to change the fen- 
tence into that of the galleys, with liberty to buy off that too, by paying 
cach of them two thoufand crowns, to he applied to the ufe of the hof- 
pital which he had lately founded, before they were releafed. 

Life of Sixtus V. Fol. B.viie p. 293) &c. STEEVENS. 

Of the incident of the ond no English original has hitherto been 
pointed out. I find, however, the foRowing in Zhe Orator: handling 
a hundred fevarall Difcourfes, in formof Declamations : fome of the Ar- 
guments being drawne from Titus Livius and other ancient Writers, the 
ref of ihe Author's own Invention: fa | which are of Matters bape 
tenedin cur AgemeWritten im French by lexander Silwayn, and Eng- 
lipped by L. P, [Lazarus Pilot] London, printed by Adam Jip, 1596» 
—(Thus book is net mentioned by Ames,) See p. 401 


DECLAMATION 95. 
“< Of a Few, who would for his debt have a pound of the fiefh of 


a Chriftian, 

«« A Jew, unto whom a Chriftian merchant ought nine hundred 
trownes, Would have formmoned him for the fame in Turkie s the mer- 
chant, becaufe he would not be diftredited, promifed to pay the faid 
fumme within the tearme of three months, and if he paid it not, he 
was boynd to give him a pound of the fleth of his bodie. The tearme 
being pat fome fifteene daies, the Jew sefufed to take his money, 
and demaunded the pound of fieth: the ordinarie judge of that piace 
appointed him to cut a jut pound of the Chriftian’s flefh, and if he cut 
either more or leffe, then his own head fhould be fmitten off: the Jew 
appealed from this fentence, unto the chiefe judge, faying + 

« Impoffible is it to break the credit of trafficke amongft men with- 
out great detriment to the commonwealth: wherefore no man ought 
to bind himfelfe unto fuch covenants which hee cannot or will not ac- 
complith, for by that means fhould no man feare to be deceived, and 
credit being maintained, every man might be afflured of his owne 5 but 
fince deceit hath taken place, never wonder if obligations are made more 
rigorous and ftriét then they were wont, fecing that although the bonds 
are made never fo ftrong, yet canno man be.very certaine that he fhall 
not be a lofer. It feemeth at the firft fight that it is a thing no lefs 
ftrange then cruel, to bind a man te pay a pound of the fieth of his bo- 
die, for want of money: furely, in that it is a thing not ufuall, it ap- 
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peareth to be fomewhat the more admirable; but there are divers others 
that are more cruell, which becaufe they are in ufe feeme nothing ter- 
rible at all: as to binde all the bodie unto a moft lothfome prifon, or 
unto an intollerable flaverie, where not only the whole bodie but alfo all 
the fences and fpirits are tormented; the which is commonly prattifed, 
not only betwixt thofe which are either in feét or nation contrary, but 
alfo even amongft thofe that are of one fect and nation ; yea amongft Chri- 
ftians it hath been fcene that the fon hath imprifoned the father for 
monie. Likewife in the Roman commonwealth, fo famous for lawes + 
and armes, it was lawfui for debt to imprifun, beat, and afflict with tor- 
ments the free citizens: how manie of them (do you thinke) would 
have thought themfelves happie, if for a fmall debt they might have 
been excufed with the paiment of a pounde of their flefh ? Who ought 
then to marvile if a Jew requireth fo small a thing of a Chriftian, to 
difcharge him of a good round fumme? A man may afke, why I would 
not rather take filver of this man§ then his fleth : I might alleage many 
reafons ; for I might fay, that none but my felfe can tell what che breach 
of his promife hath coft me, and what I have thereby paied for want of 
money unto my Creditors, of that which I have loft in my credit: for 
the miferie of thofe men which efteem their reputation, is fo great, that 
oftentimes they had rather indure any thing fecretlic, then to havg#<ir 
difcredit blazed abroad, becaufe they would not be both fhamed and 
harmed: nevertheleile, I doe freely confeffe, that I had rather lofe a 
pound of my flefh then my credit fhould be in any fort cracked: I might 
alfo fay, that I have need of this flefh to cure a friend of mine of a certain 
maladie, which is otherwife incurable; or that 1 wou'd have it to ter- 
rifie thereby the Chriftians for ever abufing the Jews once more here- 
after: but I will onlie fay, that by his obligation he oweth it me. It 
is lawfull to kill a fouldier if he come unto the warres but an houre tou 
late 3 and alfo to hang a theefe, though he {teal never fo little : isit then 
fach a great matter to caufe fuch aone to pay a pound of his fic#s, that 
hath broken his promife manie times, or that putteth anotnex in danger 
to lofe both credit and reputation, yea and it may be life, and a) for 
griefe? Were it not better for him to lofe that I demand, then his foule, 
alreadie bound by his faith ? Neither am I to take that which he oweth 
me, but he is to deliver itto me: and efpeciallie becaufe no man know- 
eth better than he where the fame may be {pared to the leaft hurt of his 
perfon; for might take it in fuch place as hee might thereby happen 
to lofe his life: Whatte matter were it then if I thould cut off his privie 
members, fuppofing that the fame would altogether weigh a juft pound ? 
or els his head, thould I be fuftered to cut it off, although it were with 
the danger of mine own life? I believe, I fhould not ; becaufe there were 
as little reafon therein, as there could be in the amends whereunro I 
fhould be bound : or els if'1 would cut off his nofe, his lips, his ears, 
and pull out his cies, to make them altogether a pound, fhould I be 
fuftered ? furely I think not; becaufe the obligation dooth not fpecifie 
hat I ought either to choofe, cut, or take the fame, but that he ought 
+ ‘to 
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to give me a pound of his flefh. Of every thing that is fold, he which 
delivereth the fame is to make waight, aad he which recciveth, taketh 
heed that it be juft: feeing then that neither the obligation, cuftome, 
nor law doth bind me to cut, or weigh, much leffe unto the above men- 
tioned fatisfaction, I refufe it all, and require that the fame which is 
due fhould be delivered unto me,” 


The Chrifian’s Anfwer. 
st Jt is no ftrange matter to here thofe difpute of equitie which are 
themfelves moft unjuft ; and fuch as have no faith at all, defirous that 
others thould obferve the fame inviolable; the which were yet the more 
tolerable, if fuch men would be contented with reafonable things, or 
at the Jeaft not altogether unreafonable: but what reafon is there that 
one man fhould unto his own prejudice defire the hurt of another? as 
this Jew is content to lofe nine hundred crowmnes, to have 2 pound of my 
fieth ; whereby is manifeftly feene the antient and ervel hate which he 
beareth notonly unto Chriftians, but unto all others which are not of 
his fe 5; yea, even unto the Turkes, who overkindly doe fuffer fuch 
vermine to dwell amongft them: feeing that this prefumptuous wretch 
core not onely doybt, but appeale from the judgement of a good and 
juft judge, and afterwards he would by fophifticall reafons prove that 
his abhomination isequitie. Trulie I confefle that I have fuffered fifteen 
daies of the tearme to pafle ; yet who can tell whether he or I is the 
caufe thereof? as for me; I thinke that by fecret means he hath caufed 
the monic to be delaied, which from fundry places ought to have come 
unto me before the tearm which I promifed unto him; otherwife, I 
would never have been fo rath as to bind myfelfe fo ftriétly : but although 
he were not the caufe of the fault, is it therefore faid, that he ought 
to be fo impudent as to go about to prove it no firange matter that he 
thould,be willing to be paied with mans flefh, which is a thing more 
natural for tigres, than men, the which alfo was never heard of ? but 
4chis divillin thape of a man, feeing me oppreffed with neceffitie, pro- 
pounded this curfed obligation unto me, Whereas he alleageth the Ro- 
maines for an example; why doth he not as well tell on how for that 
crueltie in affli@ting debtors over grievoufly, the commonwealth was al- 
moft overthrowne, and that fhortly after it was forbidden to imprifon 
men any more for debt? To breake promife is, when a man {weareth 
or promifeth a thing, the which he hath no defire to performe, which 
yet upon an extreame neceffitie is fomewhat excufeable; as for me, I 
have promifed, and accomplifhed my promife, yet not fo foon as I 
would; and although I knew the danger wherein I was to fatisfie the 
crueltie of this mifchievous man with the price of my flefh and blood, 
yet did I not flie away, but fubmitted my felfe unto the difcretion of the 
judge who hath juftly reprefied his beaftlinefs. Wherein then have I 
fatisfied my promife? is it in that I would not (like him) difobey the 
judgement of the judge ? Behold I will prefent a part of my bodie unto 
him, that he may pai¢ himfelfe, according to the contents of the judge- 
la micat, 
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ment: where is then my promife broken? But it is no marvaile if this 
race be fo obftinat and cruell againit us; for they do it of fet purpofe to 
offend our God whom they have crucified: and wherefore? Becaufe he 
was holic, as he is yet fo reputed of this worthy Turkith nation. But 
what thall I fay? Their own Bible is full of their rebellion againft God, 
againft their priefts, judges, and leaderse What did not the very patri« 
archs themfelves, from whom they have their beginning? They fold 
their brother; and had it not been for one amongft them, they had 
flaine him for veri¢ envie. How many adulteries and abhominations 
were committed amongft them? How many murthers ? Abfalom, did 
he not caufe his brother to be murthered? Did he not perfecute his 
father? Is it not for their iniquitie that God hath difperfed them, with- 
out leaving them once onlie foot of ground ? If then, when they had 
newlie received their law from y when they faw his wonderous 
works with their eies, and had yet their judges amongit them, they 
were fo wicked, what may one hope of them now, when they have 
neither faith nor law, but their rapinesand ufuries ? and that they be- 
lieve they do a charitable work, when they do fome great wrong unto 
one that is nota Jew? It may pleafe you then, moft righteous judges 
to confider all theie circumftances, having pittie of him who doth wholty 
fubmit himfelfe unto your juft clemencie: hoping thereby to be de- 
livered from this montfter’s cruelticee” Farmans 
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Perfons Reprefented, 


she a 


Duke, lewing in exile. ce 

Frederick, brother to the Duke, and ufurper of his dominions. 
Amiens, Lords attending upon the Duke in his banifp- 
Jaques, ment. 

Le Beau, a courtier attending upon Frederick « 
Charles, bis wreftler. 

Oliver, 

Jaques, ‘ Sons of Sir Rowland de Boys. 
Orlando, 

mon. i Servants to Oliver. 

Touchitone, a clown, 

Sir Oliver Mar-text, a vicar. 

Corin, 

Sylvius, t Shepherds. 3 y 
William, a@ country fellow, in lowe with Audrey 

A perfen reprefenting Hymen. 


Rofalind, daughter to the banifbed Duke. 

Celia, daughter te Frederick. 

Phebe, a fbepherde/s. 

Audrey, a country wench, 

Lords belonging to the two Dukes; pages, forefers, and 
other attendants. 


The SCENE lies, ffs near Oliver's houfe; after- 
wards, partly in the Ufurper’s court and partly in the 
foreft of Arden. 


The lift of the perfons being omitted in the old editions, was added 
by Mr. Rowee Jounson, 
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